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NEW CITY OFFICE FOR THE COMMERCIAL 
INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade has been moved from 50, Parliament Street to 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
Kastcheap, H.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 
Street, H.C. 


At the latter address (73, Basinghall Street) : 

A Representative for India attends daily. 

A Representative for the Dominion of Canada will 
attend daily by appointment. 


A Representative for Queensland will attend daily 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


The Commercial Agency for New South Wales 
remains at 49, Hastcheap, and it is open daily from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


INFORMATION ON TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 


Information on the subjects named in the notice on the 
cover will be found in the following Board of Trade 
publications, obtainable in London upon application to 
Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, H.C., and 82, Abingdon Street,S.W.; in Edinburgh 
to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, at the prices named, 
V1Z. :-— 

1 “Board of Trade Journal,’ 3rd September, 1903, 
pp. 448-61, at 1d. 

2 )} Statistical Abstract for the ( pp. 28/29 

3 United Kingdom, 50th) p. 12 

4 number (Cd. 1,727), at) pp. 162/177 

5 saa nea | pp. 55/155. 
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5 < 


6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 


12 ¢ 


12 


(Return of United Kingdom imports and exports by 
groups of countries (214) at 3d. 

Exports to Foreign Countries of Woollens, Cottons 
and Cutlery (327) at 4d. 

Annual ~s dleed of Trade, 1902. 
Vol. I. (Cd. 1,582) at 6s. 11d. ... pp. 132 et seg. 

Annual Statement of Trade, 1902. 





. Vol. II. (Cd. 1,617) at 5s... ... pp. 177/455 


=y Abstract of Labour exerper pp. 176/182 


9th No. (Cd. 1,755) at 1s. ... . 34/72 
Food Supplies (Imported) Return (179) iat Add, 
Colonial Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,811) 2s, 
British Colonies (Duties on Imports), No. 299, at 4d. 
Canada (Preferential Tariff for goods from the 

United Kingdom), No. 310, at $d. 

(Statistical Abstract for the Colonial 

and other Possessions of the United 

Kingdom, 39th No. (Cd. 1,825) 1s. 7d. pp. 34/205 
Trade of British Possessions. Statement ..... 





\ during the year 1901 (Cd. 1,638) at 1d. 
Trade (Colonies & the United Kingdom), No. 262, 2d. 
Trade (Colonies and Foreign Countries) No. 110, 2d. 


13 Foreign Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,735) at 1s. 11d. 


1-t 


15 
16 
17 
18 


19 
20 


Statistical Abstract for the principal 
and other foreign countries, 29th 


number (Cd. 1,796) at 1s. 6d. ... pp. 44/217 
Abstract of Foreign Labour Statistics 
(Cd. 720) at 1s. 44d. . p. 1/161 


Trade between the United Kingdom, Sana and 
Germany (828) at 4d. 

Trade between the United Kingdom and Germany 
(131) at 12d. 

Memorandum on the comparative Statistics of 
Population, Industry, and Commerce in the 
United Kingdom and some leading foreign 
countries (Cd. 1,199) at 52d. 

British and Foreign trade and industry. Memoranda, 
statistical tables and charts (Cd. 1,761) at 3s. 6d. 

Naval Expenditure and Mercantile Marine (Great 

Britain, &c.) (284) at 1d. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
p for the supply and delivery of— 
elt Paper, stationery, &c. 
tionery, &c. alober wr , 

Sta ' as per specification to be seen at the Company’s 
Offices, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. 

Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked ‘‘ Tender for 
Paper, &c.,” not later than 12 noon, on Wednesday, the 11th May. 

The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to 
decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 

For each specification a fee of 1l. 1s. is charged, which cannot 
under any circumstances be returned. 


CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
oP . trade received at the Canadian Government 
ee aoe Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 
information may be obtained : —— 

Home Enquiries.—A London firm of mantle manufacturers have 
made enquiry respecting the import trade of Canada in dry goods, 
and the possibility of finding an opening. 

The names of wholesale confectioners in Canada likely to take 
up the sale of a new variety of sweetmeat are desired by the 
manufacturers of the article. 

Enquiry has been received for the names of Canadian firms who 
supply the necessary materials for fitting up roll-top office desks. 

A London firm of produce importers are willing to represent a 
first-class Canadian rolled oats mill and some packers of canned 
meats, fruits, &c. 

A Glasgow firm wish to communicate with persons in Canada 
from whom they can get supplies of graphite ; also for the names 
of a few good houses in the Dominion selling paints for ship 
requirements and engineers’ use. 

Canadian Enquiry.—A Canadian importer of dry goods is willing 
to represent English firms in that market, particularly in dry 
goods specialities. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 
Tenders will be received at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 
Adelaide, South Australia, up till 3 p.m. on 
Supply of Paper. 26th July, 1904, for the supply and delivery at 
the Education Stores, Grote Street, or such 
other place in Adelaide as may be directed by the Inspector- 
General of Schools, of paper, as under :— 
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200 reams super-calendered fine printing double crown, 30 in. 
by 20 in., weight 36 lbs. 

200 reams cartridge, double crown, 30 in. by 20 in., weight 
50 lbs. 

150 reams cartridge imperial, 30 in. by 22 in., weight 60 lbs. 

600 reams copybook paper, 33 in. by 20 in., weight 42 lbs. 

Tenderers may quote for either of the above-mentioned items, and 
the Supply and Tender Board reserve the right to accept a portion 
or the whole of any tender. 

The paper must be packed in cases in the flat, each ream being 
separately tied up, and be of the specified weight to the ream of 
480 sheets, exclusive of string and wrapper; it must also be equal 
in all respects to the samples to be seen and obtained at the office 
of the Inspector-General of Schools, Adelaide, South Australia, 
where forms of tender and any information may also be obtained. 
Absolute exactness in size will be insisted on. There must be no 
variation. 

The whole of each description of the paper is to be manufac- 
. tured in one lot, and delivery will be required in two shipments; 
the first shipment of one-half of the quantity of each item is to be 
delivered within eight months from'the date of notice of acceptance 
of tender, and the second shipment of the remaining half within 
10 months of such date, under a penalty in each case of 2} per 
cent. per month, or part of a month, for delay beyond the specified 
dates. 

The paper is to be subject to the approval of the Inspector- 
General of Schools, whose decision in cases of dispute is to be 
considered final. 

Tenders should be endorsed ‘‘Tender for paper, Education 
Department.” 

The successful tenderer will be required, within seven days of 
date of notice of acceptance, to make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. 
of the total value of the accepted tender as security for the due 
fulfilment of the contract. 

Neither the lowest nor any tender necessarily accepted. 


GERMANY. 

With reference to the notice on p. 173 of last week’s issue of the 
ao ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” and particularly the 
Senate paragraph summarising the fifth Bill laid before 
onstracion. the Prussian House of Deputies dealing with 
the projected new canals to connect the Rhine with Hanover, the 
Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin has now forwarded 
a small map showing clearly the two sections that it is proposed 
to build, namely from below Ruhrort on the Rhine to Herne, and 
from Bervergen on the Dortmund-Ems Canal wd Minden and 
Linden to Hanover, and from Datteln on the Dortmund-Ems 
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Openings for British Trade. 


GERMAN Y—continued. 


canal to Hamm. The Dortmund-Ems canal itself is also proposed 
to be widened and improved for larger vessels, and the Weser is 
to be canalized from Hameln down stream. 

The map referred to may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 








H.M. Consul at Stettin, in his recent report, states that large 
quantities of tinned meats of American and 
Tinned Meats. Australian origin used formerly to be sold in 
all parts of Germany, and more especially in 
the manufacturing centres. It has been found impossible to 
replace this cheap imported product by a German substitute at the 
same price. ‘lhe prime cost of meat in Germany rendered the 
building up of a national tinned meat industry impossible. It is, 
however, likely that the prohibition of the importation into 
Germany of meats in tins, or in similar air-tight receptacles, 
enacted by the Law of the 3rd June, 1900, will shortly be repealed 
or modified, in which case Australian packers would find a ready 
sale for their beef and other meats ; but no time should be lost in 
placing the goods on the ‘market, as competitors, nearer at hand 
in America, would have a distinct advantage. 


The Consul also reports that American apples in barrels have 

been imported (vid Hamburg) in very consider- 

Apples. able quantities during the latter months of 1903. 

There might, therefore, be an opening for 

Canadian and Australian fruit. Of the latter 2°7 tons are men- 

tioned among the imports (by sea only) from the Commonwealth. 

An increased sale would chiefly depend on the price at which they 
could be placed on the market. 


There would doubtless also be a larger demand for bananas, were they 
offered at prices more within the reach of the 
Bananas. middle and working classes, &c., especially as 
fruit of every kind is very expensive in Ger- 

many. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,137.) 


According to the ‘‘Neue Hamburgische Bérsen Halle” of 
23rd April, the Bavarian Ministry of Traffic 
has issued an invitation to a large number of 
firms to tender for delivery of railway motor 
carriages. For main lines the motor cars are 
to be manufactured in two sizes, for branch lines in one size 
only but of two varieties differing in motor power. The more 


Motor Cars for 
Bavarian 
Government. 
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GERMAN Y—continued. 

powerful class of motor carriage for the branch lines is to be 
able to convey carriages attached up to a gross weight of 
40 centners (centner = 220°4 lbs. avoirdupois), whilst the less 
powerful class is to convey such carriages up to a load of from 15 
to 20 centners. The stronger class of carriage is destined for use 
on similar local railways for passengers, goods and postal traffic, 
whilst the less strong motors are to be used on those lines in 
which the passenger and goods traffic can be economically 
separated. On these lines the motor cars are to convey passengers’ 
luggage and a limited amount of postal traffic, whilst the goods 
service as well as the regular parcels post will be carried on by 
means of ordinary steam locomotive trains. All the motor cars 
for the main and branch railways will convey third class passengers 
only, and will be provided with platform space which can be used 
for persons with heavy packages, or can be utilised as standing 
room in case of a sudden and unexpected influx of passengers. 
The greatest speed of the motor cars, without supplementary 
carriages attached, is to amount on the main lines to 75 kiloms. 
per hour in the case of the larger cars, and 60 kiloms. in case of 
the smaller, whilst on the branch line the speed will be 50 kiloms. 
per hour. At the same time, the Bavarian Ministry of Traffic has 
invited several firms to tender for the delivery of road motor cars 
for postal service. It is shortly intended to employ five principal 
classes of motor cars for this purpose, three kinds being used for 
trafic within the larger towns and two for traffic along the 
provincial roads. The cars for traffic along the provincial roads 
are to serve to convey passengers as well as postal matter, and will 
replace the postal omnibus formerly in use. A special class of low 
power motors is also to be built to undertake the service of con- 
veying postal packets and railway parcels to and from districts 
lying off the railway. 


The “Neue Hamburgische Boérsen Halle” of 23rd April also states 
Tonnel that the Hamburg Senate proposes to arrange 
iieieattiis for the construction of a tunnel under the Elbe. 
Work The Clyde tunnel at Glasgow has been taken as 

rie a model for this plan; it is intended that the 

tunnel shall run from the St. Pauli landing-place on the north 
bank of the river to the Steinwarder bathing establishment on the 
southern bank. It is proposed that two tunnels of 4°8 metres 
internal diameter shall run beneath the river at the two points 
named, and passengers be conveyed by means of a lift at each 
extremity of the tunnel. The lifts are to be built to convey 20, 
80 and 120 persons respectively. The time of building is estimated 
at about from two to three years. It is proposed to collect a small 
charge upon persons and vehicles making use of the tunnel, with 
the object of eventually covering the cost of construction and 
working expenses. 
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GERMANY—BAVARIA. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
British Vice-Consul at Nuremberg reporting 


Enquiry for that-a buyer of silver-ware in that town requires 
British en's - 
a few addresses of British manufacturers of 

Manufacturers . : 
of Small small articles such as mirrors, brushes, photo- 


frames, &c. 
Communications should be addressed to the 
British Vice-Consul, Nuremberg. 


BELGIUM. 


With reference to the notification published in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 28th April respecting calls 
for tenders by the Municipality of Antwerp 
for-— 

1. The installation of additional heating apparatus in the 
Flemish Theatre, and 

2. The installation of heating apparatus in the gymnasium of 
of the State Secondary School ; 

A despatch has now been received from H.M. Consul-General 
at Antwerp, reporting that the adjudication of the tenders has been 


deferred from the 8rd to the 17th May. 


FRANCE—TUNIS. 


On p. 207 will be found an extract from a report by H.M. Consul- 
site General at Tunis, in which reference is made to 
British Manu- th . hon teat ‘1 Tunis in British 
factured Goods e openings for business in Tunis in Britis 
‘machinery and hardware, as also in saddlery 
and harness, strong cheap kit, clothing, boots, underwear and 
similar articles for settlers. 


PORTUGAL—PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Minister at Lisbon, transmitting a_ report, 


Silver-ware. 





Heating 
Apparatus. 








i meee 4 drawn up by the Second Secretary to H.M. 
meg ee ” Legation, on the Portuguese Colonial Posses- 


sions in Africa, from which the . following 
extract has been taken :— 

The completion of the contract for the construction of a railway 
from Chiromo to Blantyre has once more brought into notice the 
project for building a railway from Quilimane to the Ruo. 

In 1895 the Companhia da Zambesia ceded to a subsidiary 
syndicate the right to build railways in the district administered 
by the parent company, amongst others the Quilimane-Ruo line, 
and in the following year the sub-concessionaire company received 
the authorization to issue debentures. up to 1,400,000/. sterling, 
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bearing interest at four per cent. and redeemable in 75 years, 
Nothing, however, has yet been done towards putting this scheme 
into execution, but it is now proposed to bring the terminus of 
the line to a spot opposite Chiromo, on the banks of the Shiré, 
although it is hoped that eventually the railway may be prolonged 
across the Shiré and Zambesi to Sena, where it would connect with 
the proposed Tete-Beira line, and thus restore Quilimane to that 
position of importance which it occupied before business left for 
Chinde, which is becoming more and more the port for the South- 
eastern portion ‘of the Congo Independent State, and the British 
Central African Protectorate. 


SPAIN. 


H.M. Ambassador at Madrid forwards copy and translation of a 

notice published in the ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid,” 

Forge Iron. of 17th April, calling for tenders for the supply 

of 10,000 kilogrammes of forge iron for use in 

~epairs on the vessels “ Temerario ” and “ Vincente Yanez Pinzon,” 

in accordance with conditions to be seen in the office of the 

Commandant of Marine at Barcelona. ‘Tenders will be opened on 

lith June. A deposit of 225 pesetas (about 61.) is required to 
qualify any tender. 


The ‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of 26th April announces that a con- 
cession has been granted to the “ Société 





snes anonyme des T'ramways Electriques de Teneriffe 
emi (Iles Canaries)” for constructing and working 


an electric tramway from San Cristobal de la 
Laguna to Tacoronte (Canary Islands). A concession has also 
been granted to the “Seville Tramways Company, Limited,” for 
the construction and working of an electric tramway from Arecife 
de Capuchinos to San Fernando in Seville. 


The same issue of the ‘‘ Gaceta” contains a notice inviting tenders 

for the supply of 23,000 metres of cotton drill 

Cotton Drill. (‘‘loneta”) for use in making mattresses and 

pillow cases. ‘Tenders will be opened on 4th 

June, at the office of “‘ Establecimiento Central de los Servicios 

Administrativo-militares ” in Madrid, a deposit of 5 per cent., or 

2,024 pesetas (about 60/.) being required to qualify tenders. 

Particulars can be consulted at the office named, as well as in 
certain other military offices in Spain. 


It is announced in the “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 27th April that a 
a concession has been granted to Don Felipe 
Ferrer y Jimeno for the construction and 

materiad. working of a steam tramway in Valencia from 

the station of the railway from Grao to Turis, in Valencia, to 
the port of Valencia. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


The same issue of the “ Gaceta” publishes a notice inviting tenders 
for the construction and working of a horse 
tramway in the town of Gijon in accordance 
with certain conditions set out in the “Gaceta.” © 
An application for this concession has already been made by 
Don Florencio Valdés y Menéndez, who will have certain pre- 
ference over other persons tendering; the competition will turn, 
in the first place, on the reduction of the tariff for the conveyance 
of passengers. Adjudication will take place before the Director- 
General of Public Works, Madrid, on 30th June, a deposit of 
2,046 pesetas (about 52/.) being required to qualify tenders. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 30th April publishes an announce- 

Electric Tramway ment of the Spanish Direction of Public Works 

Plant authorising the conversion to electric traction 

of certain horse tramways in Madrid worked by 

the “ Sociedad concesionaria del Tranvia de Estaciones y Mercados 
de Madrid ” on conditions set forth in the “‘ Gaceta.” 


Horse Tramway 
Concession. 


The same issue of the “Gaceta” announces that a concession has 

Hlectric Tramway been granted to the Joint Stock Company 

‘‘Tberia Concesionaria” for the construction 

vuat. and working of an electric tramway from Mon- 
dariz to Porrifio, in the province of Pontevedra. 


The same issue of the ‘‘ Gaceta ” publishes a notice inviting tenders 
for the construction and working of an electric 
tramway in Bilbao in accordance with certain 
conditions detailed in the “‘ Gaceta.” An appli- 
cation for this concession has already been received from the. 
‘Compafiia Vizcaina de Electricidad,” who, at the same rates, will 
enjoy certain preferential rights over other tenderers ; the compe- 
tition will turn, in the first place, on the reduction of the tariff 
fixed for the conveyance of passengers, &c. Adjudication of ten- 
ders will take place before the Director-General ‘of Public Works, 
Madrid, on 6th July; a deposit of 310 pesetas (or about 8/.) is 
required to qualify any tender. A précis translation of the notice 
has been received, through the Foreign Office, from H.M. Embassy 
at Madrid, and may be seen on application at the offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The ‘“‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 1st May publishes a notice calling 
——— for tenders for the establishment and working 
Pann. aval of a telephone system with principal station at 
Elche, and substations at Novelda, Aspe, 

Monovar, Elda, Pinoso and Crevillente. The tenders are to be 
based on the plan presented by Don Enrique Maria Ripoll y 
Monera, who will have the preference under equal conditions, the 


Electric Tramway 
Concession. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


competition turning on the number of years after which the 
installation becomes the property of the Government, the maximum 
fixed being 20 years. Tenders will be received up to 30 days 
after the publication of the notice in the “Gaceta,” at the office of 
the Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs, 10, Calle de Carretas, 
Madrid, a deposit of 4,000 pesetas (about 1021.) being required to 
qualify any tender. 


The same issue of the “ Gaceta ” contains a notice inviting tenders 
r for the supply of 11,000 metres length of tele- 
elegraph Cable “gies: ab f ad ¢ 
and Wire Rope. 8t2ph cable, consisting of seven conductors o 

a diameter of 1:6 millimetres of copper coated 
with tin and insulated with caoutchouc, as well as of 11,000 metres 
of suspensory wire rope consisting of seven strands of steel. The 
maximum price for tenders is 1°98 pesetas per metre of insulated 
cable, and 20 centimes per metre of wire rope. Adjudication will 
take place thirty days after the publication of the notice in the 
“ Gaceta,” but tenders must have been presented at least two days 
previously at the office of the Director of Posts and Telegraphs, 10, 
Calle de Carretas, Madrid ; a deposit of 5 per cent. of the amount 
at the upset prices is required to qualify any tender. Specifica- 
tion of the cable and wire required is published in the “ Gaceta” 
referred to. 


The above issue of the ‘“‘ Gaceta” also contains an announcement 
stating that a concession for the construction 
and working of a steam tramway from Ciudad 
Lineal to Barajas, in the neighbourhood of 
Madrid, has been granted to the Compafiia Madrileiia de Urbani- 
zacion. 


Steam Tramway 
Equipment. 


It is also announced in the “ Gaceta” of Ist May that the adjudi- 
cation of tenders for the supply of lubricants 

Lubricants. to the Ferrol Arsenal, a notification of which 
appeared on p. 152 of the “ Board of Trade 

Journal” for the 28th ultimo, will take place at 11 a.m. on 30th May. 


The above issues of the “ Gaceta” may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, at 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) 





ITALY. 


The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale ” contains the text of a Decree, sanctioning 
the expenditure of 1,280,000/. on maritime 

Maritime Works. works in Italy. 
Extensive improvements are to be carried 
out in the harbours of Spezia, Leghorn, Naples, Brindisi, Bari, 
Venice, Catania, Messina, and other Italian ports. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Vice-Consul for Sabine Pass and Port Arthur (Texas), 

Lighthouse in his report for 1903, states that an appropria- 

Oeisittention tion of 40,000 dols. was granted for establishing 
* a light and fog signal station on Sabine Bank, 
a shallow reef about 15 miles out in the Gulf from Sabine. 
Authority has been granted for its construction at a cost not 
to exceed 80,000 dols. The Lighthouse Board failed to procure 
bids for the building ef this lighthouse, contractors regarding it 
as a very hazardous undertaking, and the Board of Engineers 
have decided to put in a caisson foundation, much of the material 
for which is now at Sabine, and the structure will be built by the 
Government. The bank in question, in its present unmarked 
condition, is a menace to vessels of deep draught sailing anywhere 
in this part of the Gulf of Mexico. The corps of engineers hope 
to have the structure completed before the commencement of the 
next busy season. (Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,144.) 


MEXICO. 


Referring to the notice on p. 109 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
of 21st April, notifying a call for tenders issued 
bythe Municipality of San Luis, Potosi, Mexico, 
for the electric lighting of that city, the Board 
of ‘T'rade have now received, from H.M. Chargé 
d’Affaires at Mexico City, a complete translation of the notice 
issued which contains the clauses upon which the contract will 
be based. 

Tenders should specify the system of lighting and installation 
proposed, the power of each lamp and of the apparatus indicating 
that power, the price demanded, and all details of the undertaking. 

Tenders will be received up to the 15th May. 

The translation referred to may be consulted by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





Electric Lighting 
of San Luis, 
Potosi. 


The ‘“ Diario Oficial” of 9th April publishes copy of a contract — 
Railway entered into poe the Mexican Government 
Material. and the Cananea Consolidated Copper Company, 

Limited, conceding to the latter the right of 
constructing and working four railway lines in the States of 

Sonora and Chihuahua. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of 16th April publishes copy of a contract 
Sutieny entered into between the Mexican Government 
Material and Sefior Oscar J. Braniff, conceding to the 

latter the right of constructing and working 
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railway lines in the State of Guanajuato from Jalpa to Leon and 
Salamanca. 

The above issues of the “ Diario” may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


BRAZIL. 

The “ Diario Official” of 7th April publishes a notice inviting 

tenders for the supply of four goods locomotives, 
Goods Locomotives. with four axles coupled, for the Brazilian Cen- 

tral Railway in accordance with specifications 
which can be consulted at the office of the railway. ‘Tenders will 
be received at the office of the railway in Rio de Janeiro up to 9th 
July. The locomotives have to be delivered in Rio by 3lst 
December next. 

The ‘“ Diario” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
ot Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 








EXHIBITION. 


UNITED STATES—PHILIPPINES. 
Adverting to the notice published on pp. 433-4 of the ‘“ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 26th February, 1903, a 
recent issue of the Monthiy Summary of the 
Commerce of the Philippine Islands gives some 
further interesting particulars regarding the commercial museum 
established at Manila in October, 1902. 

The aim of the museum is to encourage the intelligent and 
profitable development of the resources of the Philippine Archi- 
pelago, and to aid in the extension of its domestic and foreign 
trade relations. Its work consists of collecting and exhibiting the 
commercia! products of the islands both in a crude and manufac- 
tured form, procuring for the convenience of local importers and 
foreign exporters an extensive and well-selected exhibit of articles 
imported from foreign countries, and exhibiting Philippine pro- 
ducts in foreign markets. 

The Commercial Museum is maintained by the Civil Govern- 
ment, and its services are rendered free. In some instances, where 
the exhibits require special care and protection, it is desirable that 
the exhibitor should furnish a suitable case. It is stated that 
every article exhibited will be marked with its name, name of 
manufacturer and exhibitor, use, price, &c., and will be displayed 
to the best advantage. In the case of heavy articles or intricate 
machinery, the exhibitor will be required to place them in the 
museum. Articles for exhibition, sent by rail or water transpor- 
tation to Manila, will be looked after by the Museum. There areno 
Customs duties on articles addressed to the Commercial Museum. 


Commercial 
Museum. 


















































May 5, 1904.1 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 205 





Openings for British Trade. 





Exhibits should consist of articles which are useful in the 
various forms of agriculture as practised in the Philippines, ir 
lumbering, mining, and road making; builders’ hardware, 
mechanics’ tools, shelf hardware, blacksmiths’ tools, cutlery, and 
gasoline and oil stoves ; machinery for manufacturing and refining 
sugar ; rice, cocoanut-oil, cocoa, chocolate, and tobacco ; dry goods, 
miscellaneous articles, and rubber goods; groceries, provisions, 
and canned and dried goods; electrical appliances and supplies, 
engineers’ and plumbers’ stores and tools; ship chandlers’ stores ; 
safes, scales, and balances; optical goods; glass and silver ware ; 
jewellery, watches, and clocks; perfumery; paints and oils, 
stationery ; hand cameras and photo supplies, sporting gocds, 
harness and saddlery; office and household furniture ; bicycles 
and carriages. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Stettin.—H.M. Consul at Stettin remarks in his annual report 
for 1903 that notwithstanding the recommendation repeatedly 
made to British exporters that price lists and offers of goods should 
contain only weights, measures and coinage in use in Germany, 
many would-be exporters continue to send their lists containing 
English measures. ‘The Consul says that he had lately to draw 
the attention of a firm to the use of ounces, pints and quarts in a 
price list intended for circulation in Germany, which, although 
printed in German, contained grammatical errors in almost every 
line. 

Quotations in sterling for goods “‘ unpacked at factory,” per yard, 
&c,, must be avoided; the price quoted should include freight, 
packing &c., and be in marks per kilo., metre, &., and weights 
should in all cases be given so that the buyer can estimate what 
the import duty will amount to. 

The establishment of a “cash on delivery” parcel post between 
the United Kingdom and Germany, such as already exists between 
Germany and the neighbouring States, would, without doubt, cause 
many British products to become known in Germany. At the 
present time British firms usually insist upon payment being made 
previous to the despatch of the goods; consequently intending 
German purchasers, who are not used to this custom (even when 
dealing with tradespeople in other parts of Germany), refrain from 
buying in the United Kingdom, although in many cases the British 
product would have the preference, and increasing orders would 
doubtless result. 

H.M. Consul includes in his report, tables of articles imported 
into and exported from Stettin, from and to the United Kingdom, 
and the various British Colonies and Possessions, during the years 
1902-3. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,137.) 
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Constantinople.—In his recent report (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,140), H.M. Consul at Constantinople writes :-— 

“In 1902 I attempted to review the general import trade of 
Constantinople, and last year to examine the import trade in 
cotton, woollen and iron goods, which, with sugar, flour and rice, 
are the articles most in demand. 

“JT refer those interested to these two reports, and shall be 
happy to supply more detailed and recent information, so far as 
obtainable, to any British firm applying for it. 

‘Tt is satisfactory to record that the suggestion made last year, 
that merchants should make more use of the Consulate for obtain- 
ing information of this nature, has been acted on. It is easier and 
simpler to work up replies to definite questions than to volunteer 
information of any value. 

“This market is crowded with foreign commission agents of no 
standing, and without knowledge of the article they deal in. They 
are very unscrupulous, and firms at home should beware of dealing 
with them without careful enquiries. More especially is it neces- 
sary to give a warning against persons who state that trade-marks 
must be registered, which registration they are ready to effect at a 
very moderate rate. L/S 

‘* Exception was taken to my statement last year that the large 
trade in Manchester goods had tempted only one Englishman > 
learn Turkish in recent years. There are a fair number of British 
residents in Constantinople who know the language, but they find 
the export trade more profitable, and it is a fact which has been 
remarked over and over again in the reports from this Consulate, 
that the import trade in Manchester goods is, with the one excep- 
tion mentioned, in the hands of natives, who buy what suits them 
and naturally do not care where they buy it. 1 do not suggest 
increasing the number of British commission agents established 
here, although they are not so numerous as their German rivals. 
The commission agent business on this market is not good enough 
to tempt men out from home. My suggestion was that the market 
in cottons, and also woollens, is sufficiently important to make it 
worth while for manufacturers at home to send out experts to 
study it, and that an expert who should establish himself in the 
country, learn the language and obtain his information at first 
hand, would be in a position to render most valuable service. 

‘“‘He would travel about the country, see with his own eyes 
exactly what stuffs, colours, patterns, &c., suit the market, and 
study the methods of his foreign competitors and all the local 
conditions of trade in the Levant. 

‘“‘No Commercial Attaché or Consul can ever possess the special 
knowledge required ; and I suggest’ that the service which such a 
private expert could render would be well worth the trouble and 
expense incurred.” 
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Tunis.—H.M. Consul-General at Tunis, in his recent report to 
the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 3,141), writes as follows with 
regard to British trade with the Regency of Tunis :— 

“Tt is to be noted that among goods imported from France, 
allowance must be made for a considerable quantity of British 
manufactured goods that reach the Regency through that country. © 
I regret to have no data upon which to base any estimate that 
could be accepted as reliable, but the fact deserves mention. As 
regards machinery and hardware, particularly the former, I am 
inclined to think that British manufacturers could improve their 
connections with Tunis by somewhat closer attention to the open- 
ings afforded in a country largely occupied with agriculture, and, 
on the whole, still in the earlier stage of its development under 
direct European agency. The large movement in phosphates and 
mineral ores would seem also to provide room for the sale of good 
modern mining machinery. But an illustrated catalogue in a 
language wholly foreign to the large bulk of people here is scarcely 
sufficient, more particularly on subjects which bristle with technical 
terms and where weights and measures are largely referred to. 
A good local agent is, of course, better; but I am of opinion that 
it would be profitable to undertake occasionally the small trouble 
and expense of sending out an expert representative who could take 
note of the various requirements in important supplies and adjust 
trade offers in consequence. Similarly, there must be, I conceive, 
good openings for business in saddlery, harness, strong cheap kit, 
clothing, boots, underwear, and similar articles for settlers.* But 
to ensure a market, some degree of personal enterprise is needful. 
The Consulate. does its best to distribute the circulars, price lists, 
catalogues, &c., which reach it, and to reply to all enquiries that 
are sent from time to time; but this can scarcely give much im- 
petus to real business. Tea, stationery, preserves and similar 
retail articles can perhaps be managed with more or less success 
by correspondence with an agent. But it should be remembered 
that the bulk of commercial enterprise here is encouraged towards 
French markets by the preferential nature of the tariff and various 
other advantages expressly devised. This is perfectly natural ; but 
it follows that, in order usefully to compete in other articles than 
merely coal and cotton, British firms must make active efforts to 
gauge the requirements of the country and to judge, by enquiry 
on the spot, and then in the light of their own trained experience, 
how far it will repay them to compete for the supply. The Consul 
can only indicate what seem to be the directions in which efforts 
can be made; and occasionally he is enabled to bring forward, in a 
general way, those firms who have written to him, but he cannot 
do much more.” 





* In farms and plantations. 
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TRADE OF THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


Six Montu3 ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1903. 


Referring to the notice on p. 302 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 18th February last, relating to the trade of the 
Orange River Colony, the Board of Trade have received copy of a 
return drawn up by the Collector of Customs at Bloemfontein, 
showing the value of the goods imported into and exported from 
the Colony during the six months ended the 31st December, 1903. 

The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
imported during the period mentioned, as compared with the 
corresponding period of 1902 :— 























































Six Months | Six Months 

. ended 3lst | ended 31st 

Articles. December, | December, 

1902. 1903. 
£ £ 

South African produce ... one mn a ove 88,000 204,000 
Corn and grain (includes ) - , 54,000 191,000 
Haberdashery - 182,000 181,000 
Articles of food and drink .. - 184,000 142,000 
Wood, raw and manufactured (includes furnitur ¢) 52,000 118,000 
Hardware, brass and copperware, &c._... ue le 52,000 78,000 
Apparel and slops (includes <pse ae ose ove 57,000 74,000 
Cotton manufactures éo ond be : 58,000 59,000 
Boots and shoes and leatherware .. 45,000 57,000 
Iron, galvanised and corrugated . - 14,000 26,000 
Blankets ans oo 50,000 23,000 
Carriages and other ‘kinds of vehicles _ 7,000 21,000 
Clocks, watches, jewellery, and plated ware... 9,000 17,000 
Provisions, oilman’s stores, Kc. 20,000 17,000 
Bicycles and accessories... 5,000 15,000 
Stationery and fancy goods 8,000 15,000 
Drugs and chemicals ae 11,000 13,000 
Tobacco of all kinds ae ae — oe ses 13,000 12,000 
Saddlery and harness ind one owe sib nes 8,000 11,000 
Woollen manufactures 27,000 11,000 
Soap and candles one wee ove 9,000 11,000 
Cocoa, chocolate, and confectionery wee - - 15,000 10,000 
Oils of allkinds... 5,000 8,000 
All other articles... 88,000 387,000 
Totalimports ... on oe £) 1,011,000 1,701,000 














The total value of the goods exported from the Orange River 
Colony in the six months ended 31st December, 1903, was 590,0001., 
as compared with 98,000/. in the six months ended 31st December, 


1902. 
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TRADE OF CAPE COLONY (January, 1904). 


With reference to the statement on pp. 587-8 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 31st March, the ‘“‘Cape of Good Hope Govern- 
ment Gazette” of 5th April, publishes statistics showing 
the value of the trade of Cape Eeiee for the month ended 
31st January, 1904, as compared with the corresponding period 
of 1903. The following tables show the total value of the imports 
and exports, including transit trade in both cases, of the principal 
and other articles into and from the Colony during the periods 












above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 








Month Month 
Principal and other Articles, ended 31st ended 31st 
January, 1903. | January, 1904. 
Metals and metal manufactures (includes £ £ 
iron, lead, machinery and hardware) 400,000 261,000 
Wood, and manufactures of (includes furniture 
and cabinetware) 195,000 208,000 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, 
chicory, coffee, meats, sugar, and tea) 508,000 199,000 
Corn and grain, &c. ( flour, maize, oats, wheat, 
and rice) _ ao , 184,000 95,000 
Haberdashery and millinery 201,000 91,000 
Provisions, oilman stores, &c. (n.0.d. _ 146,000 83,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes 
boots and shoes, and saddlery and harness)... 194,000 72,000 
Wearing apparel (includes poms: 177,000 68,000 
Cotton manufactures... 321,000 66,000 
Stationery (includes books) - 81,000 54,000 
Alcoholic beverages (includes wine, beer, and 
spirits) . se & 74,000 34,000 
Carriages and other wheeled vehicles .. 50,000 29,000 
Woollen manufactures ... —... 76,000 28,000 
Drugs and chemicals... eee 37,000 25,000 
Pipes, iron and earthen ... 9,000 24,000 
Coal, coke and patent fuel 20,000 20,000 
Soap and candles... ‘ 23,000 20,000 
Agricultural implements 35,000 18,000 
Tobacco of all sorts 37,000 17,000 
Earthenware and crockery 26,000 13,000 
Oil, mineral a - 22,000 13,000 
Cocoa and chocoiate and ‘confectionery 37,000 9,000 
Jewellery and pe ware (including clocks 
and watches) . one ; wes 22,000 9,000 
Bags, all sorts... eee 11,000 9,000 
Paints and colours 12,000 8,000 
Cement bie 13,000 7,000 
Linen manufactures... 12,000 6,000 
Dynamite and blasting compounds 2,000 1,000 
All other articles of merchandise ove ooe 437,000 430,000 
Total merchandise - o 3,362,000 1,917,000 
Articles imported for the Colonial Government 185,000 158,000 
Specie ‘ 3,000 3,000 
Grand total, imports... £ 3,550,000 2,078,000 

















NoTE.—The official figures of imports into Cape Colony are exclusive of 
imports by the Imperial Government, but it may be noted that military supplies 


were partly contracted for on the spot. 
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Trade of Oape Colony during January, 1904. 





Exports from Cape Colony. 


























wera , Month ended 31st|Month ended 31st 
Principal and other Articles. January, 1903. | January, 1904. 
: £& & 
Gold (raw) bie eee mm ope - 814,000 1,188,000 
Diamonds . one 394,000 385,000 
Wool (washed, scoured, and in the grease) oa 158,000 75,000 
Ostrich feathers ... ios ie ae0 sue 67,000 60,000 
Hides and skins ... ame one nee me 30,000 24,000 
Hair, Angora obe one on 26,000 16, 000 
All other articles of merchandise bee we 15,000 12, 000 
Total merchandise ... #| 1,504,000 | 1,760,000 
Imported goods, re-exported ... het abe 38,000 30,000 
Specie nee ose ove oee oe ote 590,000 154,000 
Grand total, exports ... £& 2,132,000 1,944,000 











MINERAL PRODUCTION OF QUEENSLAND. 


The following details, extracted from the Annual Report of the 
Under-Secretary for Mines, on the Queensland Mining Industry 
for 19038, supplement the information given on p. 175 of the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 28th April :— . 

Last year’s mineral production was the largest in the history of 
the State. Gold, copper, tin, coa], all show substantial increases, 
and the value of the year’s output amounting to 3,686,0961., 
surpasses that of the preceding year by 375,496]. 


Gold.—The value of last year’s gold yield was 2,839,8131., 
exceeding that of the previous year by 119,174/., and being thus 
the largest, with one doubtful exception, in the history of the State. 

Gold has long been so pre-eminently the support of the mining 
industry in Queensland as to have almost excluded from serious 
consideration the aid derived from other sources, and it is only of 
late years that the variety of the mineral resources of the State has 
begun to be recognised. An official return which has been 
prepared, shows the value of minerals other than gold for the 
past year to be 846,283/., an excess over that of the preceding year 
of 256,322/.: and the increase, though satisfactory, can only be 
accepted as an earnest of the expansion that will follow improved 
means of transport to and from our mineral fields. 


Silver and Lead.—Queensland has, so far, not been a large 
producer of silver or lead, and the greater part of last year’s yield 
was derived from the New Chillagoe and Mungana groups, and 
from a rich mine in the Herberton district. Mount Garnet, during 
the period of its activity in the earlier part of the year, contributed 
silver valued at a little more than 7,000. The Sunbeam mine at 
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Ukalunda, in the Bowen district, furnished silver and lead worth 
2,389/. The value of the silver from their Mount Perry mines is 
returned by the Queensland Copper Company as 7,391/.: and. the 
Silver Spur mine at Texas, the most consistently successful of all 
the Queensland silver mines, has turned out silver and lead valued 
at 9,2411. 

Wolfram, Molybdenite, Bismuth—The high price obtained for 
wolfram during the greater part of last year caused renewed 
attention to be paid to the production of that mineral. The year’s 
output is almost thrice as large as that of the preceding year, and 
new sources of supply have been opened. Wolfram Camp, until 
quite lately the only considerable centre of the industry, is now 
rivalled by the mines at Lappa, and reports of discoveries such as 
the lodes on the head waters of Tinaroo Creek, and more recently 
the large body of ore near Boonmoo, on the Chillagoe Railway, 
are of frequent occurrence. Molybdenite, on the other hand, no 
longer commands the high prices lately ruling, and last year’s 
production was barely one-fourth of that of the former year. 

Bismuth, valued at 2,523/., was obtained, chiefly from the 
Biggenden mine. 

Manganese.—The only local demand of importance for manganese 
is that of the Mount Morgan Company, who, until lately, procured 
all their supply from the mines in the neighbourhood of Gladstone. 
All of these mines, however, except Mount Miller, have one after 
another ceased to work, and as Mount Miller seems to have some 
difficulty in keeping up the output required to satisfy the needs 
of Mount Morgan, the company have been obliged to obtain part 
of their supply of manganese from New South “Wales. Want of 
means is the reason given for the small effort made to discover 
something new, and, no doubt, the high quality demanded (70 per 
cent. manganese dioxide) limits the number of deposits that can 
be worked. Considerable quantities of the lower grade ores in the 
Gladstone, Rockhampton, Bundaberg, Ipswich, and Warwick 
districts will be available for future local steel works, but the 
deposits yet proved are not large enough, nor sufficiently pure, to 
warrant an export trade. 

Gems.—The abundant rains with which most of the fields have 
been visited have allowed opal mining to be carried on under 
conditions very much more favourable than those experienced for 
a number of years past, and it was thought that advantage would 
be taken of the presence of water and of grass in abundance to 
explore new country and to open fresh fields. ‘That little has been 
done in this direction is, perhaps, due to the fact that a series of dry 
years has driven away from the fields men who have either drifted 
into other occupations, or are only. now returning to their old 
haunts. However that may be, opal mining is still mainly. confined 
to the old centres. 
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Sapphire mining at Anakie has made considerable advance 
during the last two or three years, and may now fairly be regarded 
as an established industry. The deposits have been proved to 
exist over a wide area, and have been followed into deeper ground, 
where beneath the old surface workings another wash has been 
found varying in depth from 4 to 10 feet. This discovery has 
added greatly to the stability of the field, giving assurance of the 
supply of stones. 


Coal.—The increase in the year’s production of coal is to some 
extent discounted by the decline in price, which has fallen to 
6s. 6d. per ton, the lowest figure yet recorded. Trade last year, 
however, was certainly more active than during the preceding 
year. Reports from the West Moreton district show the demand 
for steam coal to have been well sustained, and, notwithstanding 
the lower prices ruling, several new pits have been opened, and 
only await the completion of the loop line now in the course of 
construction between Bundamba and Redbank stations, to become 


productive. 
(To be continued.) 





OPENINGS FOR TRADE IN ITALY. 


In a recent report on “Italy as a Field for Trade and Capital,” 
the United States Consul-General at Rome, after remarking on 
the steady improvement of the economic condition of the country, 
goes on to say that her natural resources and her latent forces are, 
however, far from being exhausted, and the economic development 
of Italy is still in its infancy. One thing is lacking, especially in 
the south, and that is individual initiative. Capital is plentiful, 
but the Italian is, as a rule, very conservative, thrifty, and saving. 
It is estimated that large sums are hoarded away by thousands 
who prefer to lose the interest on their money rather than to en- 
trust it to banking institutions, not to speak of investing it in 
industrial enterprises. 

Owing to this lack of enterprise, the early industries were largely 
established by foreigners, with foreign capital, and these industries 
are still largely owned by foreigners and still run by foreign 
capital. 

The mining industry, for example, is generally controlled by 
British capital. 


Metallurgical industries.—Italian and foreign capital is invested 
in some metallurgical and mechanical industries, but not to the 
extent that it should be. There is room for more. ‘The local pro- 
duction of hardware, utensils, tools, and agricultural implements is 
not sufficient to supply the demand; much is therefore imported. 
Exporters and manufacturers might find it worth their while to 
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study this branch of industry, either with the view of increasing 
their exports or of establishing local shops for the manutacture of 
such articles as are protected by high tariff. 


Electrical industries.—There is a!so room for the importation of 
electrical machinery, in spite of the many existing local shops and 
of the competition of Switzerland. 

Electrical traction is being developed considerably in all the 
Provinces of Italy, as well as electric light, the use of which is 
constantly increasing. 


Chemical industries.—Among the chemical industries a great 
number are foreign concerns ; their aggregate capital in 1892 was 
about 800,000/., while it is now over 4,000,000/., showing an 
extraordinary development in less than 10 years. This industry 
is one that nas made the greatest progress in Italy, and yet there 
is still much to be accomplished. Aside from the manufacture of 
soda ash, for instance, made impossible by the high taxation of 
salt and the cost of coal, and that of aniline dyes, which is almost 
entirely in the hands of Germany, there are a number of other 
chemical products that might*profitably be manufactured locally. 
Among the principal ones might be mentioned citric and tartaric acid, 
the raw material thereot being grown in Italy in greater quantities 
than elsewhere. Over 3,000 tons of lemon j juice are annually ex- 
ported and manufactured abroad into citrate of lime and citric 
acid, while in Italy the production of the mannfactured article does 
not exceed 400 tons, which is far from supplying the local demand, 
thus necessitating the importation of large quantities. In the last 
few years, the local manufacture of citrate of lime has somewhat 
increased, but the crude material is still largely exported. 

As much might be said for tartaric acid, the manufacture of 
which should essertially be Italian, as the greater part of the 
crude material is produced there and is mostly exported. In 1902 
Italy exported 16,200 tons of tartar and wine dregs, importing at 
the same time 100 tons of tartaric acid. ‘The production of cream 
of tartar is, however, increasing sufficiently to make exports 
thereof possible, 600 tons being exported in 1901 and 12,000 tons 
in 1902. The manufacture of tartaric acid has also increased in 
recent years, and 600 tons thereof were exported in 1902; but the 
manufacture of this product is still out of proportion to the 
production of the crude material. Such an industry, intelligently 
established and conducted, would undoubtedly prove very profitable, 
the local conditions being so favourable. 


Another lucrative industry would be found in the extraction, by 
improved methods, of the rosin from the larch-fir tree, of which 
enormous quantities exist in Calabria. This rosin enters into the 
manufacture of oil varnish. Although very rich in this product, 
Italy imports large quantities thereof, importing 13,400 tons of 
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colophene and Greek rosin and 1,000 tons of copal and oil varnish 
in 1902. 


Miscellaneous.—There is an immense importation of miscel- 
laneous goods such as toys, metallic pens, thimbles, buttons, ink- 
stands, pipes, celluloid articles, &c. A few local factories produce 
them, but the industry is far from being able to supply the 
enormous and increasing demand. It must also be considered that 
such so-called factories in Italy are merely small shops employing 
a few hands, and that the labour is mostly manual. Germany is 
at present the principal exporter of these articles to Italy, France 
and Austria following. 





FUR INDUSTRY OF KAMCHATKA, 


The British Commercial Agent in Siberia has forwarded a report 
on the fur industry of Kamchatka, in which it is stated that for- 
merly all the furs which came from Kamchatka were received in 
barter for goods; but latterly, during the past two years, the natives 
prefer to be paid in money, as they find that they are able to 
purchase goods from the Government at cheaper prices than through 
the traders. However, the larger number of furs are still got by 
barter, especially in the northern part of Kamchatka. 

The principal trading stations where there are stores are the 
following :—Taking the Ohkotsh Sea first, the lowest station is 
Ayan, then Ohkotsh, Ola Gichiga, Tigil, Bolsh-oiresk, Petropav- 
lovsk, Nigni-Kamchatka, Uka, Baronkorff Bay, Anadir. These 
last eight are on the Kamchatkan coast. 

The price of the skins varies considerably according to the station 
at which they are bought. In Petropavlovsk, for instance, there 
are several merchants, and competition is very keen, so that the 
price of the furs there is 50 per cent. or more, higher than at other 

laces. 

as The chief goods for which the furs are bartered are flour, 
brick tea, tobacco, drill, spirits, rice, blankets, guns, powder, salt, 
knives, and ready-made clothes. At Petropavlovsk the price for 
these articles is, on an. average, 40 per cent. higher than at 
Vladivostok, but further north the price is as much as 100 per 
cent. higher, or more. 

The flour is all American, and at Petropavlovsk sells tor 
2°50 roubles per sack, whereas at other places as much as 34 or 4 
roubles is obtained. 

The sale of. spirit is strictly prohibited by the Government, 
except at Petropavlovsk, but nearly all the merchants who trade 
at other ports sell spirits to the natives, as they find that they 
can obtain valuable furs for a few bottles of spirits. 
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The merchants obtain their goods. from Vladivostock or from 
Japan in the early summer, and during the following winter they 
give to the various villages a certain amount of goods on credit. 
In the following spring, generally in February or March, the 
natives bring in the furs, and those merchants who have given 
credit obtain first choice of buying the furs, 

The following are the furs which are obtained in Kamchatka :— 

Sables, red fox, white fox, blue fox, silver fox, bears, squirrels, 
sea otters, seals, ermine, wolverine, wolves and white hares. 

The sables are the most valuable, as they are the third best 
quality of sable to be obtained in Russia, the first quality coming 
from Yakutsk, the second quality from Udskoi. The average 
price of the furs last year was as follows:— - 


Each. 
Sables vie am aa i 90 roubles. 
Red fox biel ine ai we  ipeiets 
White fox ... hone ni oa eS 
Blue fox... ai aie th a 
Silver fox ... in ites ways ee 
Bears pa nae cae ms egg 
Squirrels... “s ee naar 28 copecks. 
Sea otters ... ian ..- 600 to 900 roubles. 
Seals e ms id a. ee oe 
Wolverines ... se ness ee aa 
Wolves an he nen oe ee, 
Ermine =~ cn nee re 40 copecks, 
White hares... mses re 7 Pe a 


These prices are for average lots. Further north, however, the 
prices are about 20 per cent. cheaper. 

The Government also collects furs in lieu of taxes; each male 
native attaining the age of 21 has to pay to the Government a tax 
of 15 roubles. ‘This is collected in furs, and the Government 
sends all these skins to Vladivostock to be sold by public auction. 
After deducting the tax, the remainder of the money obtained, if 
any, is returned to the village, and is used by them to lay in a 
stock of provisions for the winter. Information is furnished to 
the villages as to the price the skins have fetched at Vladivostock, 
and this more or less rules the price of the local markets. 

The average yield of sables in Kamchatka is about 7,000 skins 
per annum. Last year, however, owing to there being very little 
snow, the natives were unable to travel during the winter, and the 
yield was only 4,000 skins. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Customs have issued a General Order (No. 40/1904), 
dated the 18th April, notifying that, in pur- 


Increased Duties suance of Resolutions of the House of Commons, 


a and the following duties are to be levied on tea and 
— certain descriptions of tobacco, on and after 
the 20th April :— 
s. d. 
Tea... as ots abe es wth Ib. 0 8 
Cigars... ine sca ies es ii fe 6 0 
Cigarettes... ms sil ‘ 4-10 
Tobacco, unmanufactured— 
If stemmed or stripped— 
Containing 10 lbs. or more of moisture 
in every 100 lbs. weight thereof... ” 3.3 
Containing less than 10 lbs. of moisture 
in every 100 lbs. weight thereof... " eS 2 


These increased duties will be leviable on all tea and tobacco 
of the specified descriptions entered on or after Wednesday, the 
20th April, in accordance with Section 7 (2) of the Finance Act, 
1901, and on tea and tobacco, previously entered, which are lying 
in bonded warehouses on that date. 





MAURITIUS. 


The Board of Trade have received acommunication from the Collector 
aa Rare of Customs, Port Louis, in which it is stated that 
Sant pits from Ist March, 1904, a duty of 950 cents per 

Duty on Water 10” will be levied by the Municipality of Port 
Peer a Louis, under Ordinance No. 23 of 1903, on all 
water taken for shipping from the fountain on 

the quay known as the ‘Chien de Plomb.” 





NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a copy of a Law which has been passed by the 
Norwegian Legislature relating to the importa- 
tion and sale of apothecaries’ goods and patent 
medicines. The following is the substance of 
the provisions of the Law affecting the importation of such 
articles :— : 

Goods of the retail sale of which apothecaries have the monopoly, 
may be imported into Norway, under certain specified conditions 


Law concerning 
Importation of 
Drugs, &c. 
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and to the extent authorised by the Law, by the following persons 
only—(q@) persons in charge of apothecaries’ shops; (>) manu- 
facturers and artisans (for use in their own trade or industry) ; (c) 
persons in charge of scientific institutions and laboratories (for use 
in such institutions); (d) licensed traders; (e) such persons as 
shall have obtained a special permit from the King. The goods 
imported by classes (c) and (d) must not be parted with to others. 
The King may prescribe more precise rules with regard to the 
importation of drugs, and may prohibit the sale of specified 
medicaments, the composition of which is kept secret (arkana). 





FRENCH COLONIES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a Presidential Decree, dated the 16th 
Customs yee. zr 

pril, 1904, providing that the products and 

Treatment of 
manufactures of French commercial or agricul- 
es Wihebies tural establishments in the New Hebrides are 
’ to be free of Customs duty on importation into 
French Colonies other than New Caledonia. Maize, the produce of 
the New Hebrides, imported into New Caledonia is also exempted 
from Customs duty. The nature and quantity of the produce and 
manufactures which may be imported under these provisions are to 

be fixed annually by Decree. 





PORTUGAL. 


The Portuguese ‘“‘ Diario do Governo” for the 9th April contains a 
Tariff of minimum values for use in the assess- 
ment of export duties on articles of domestic 
produce in cases where such duties are levied 
ad valorem, framed in pursuance of a Decree of the 6th February, 
1902 (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” for the 22nd May, 1902, 
p. 357). This Tariff, which is in force for the second quarter of 
the current year, may be seen by persons interested on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


Valuation Tariff 
for Exports. 





PORTUGAL—MOZAMBIQUE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul at 


Centos Beira, calling attention to the fact that in cases 
Regulations : 

ar where merchandise is shipped to Beira in 
Description of 

, several packages each containing a number of 
Merchandise. 


cases or bales united by hooping or any other 
means, the Customs regulations strictly require that the number of 
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cases or bales of which each single package consists be entered 
both upon the ship’s manifest and upon the bill of lading, and also 
specified in the clearance declarations at the time of clearance. 
The descriptions of the shipment as contained in the bil! of lading 
and the ship’s manifest should be identical in terms. 

In forwarding a translation of the regulation in question, the 
Consul points out that failure to comply therewith has already led 
in some cases to the infliction of fines on local consignees and 
transport agents, and as, from a recently issued circular of the 
Director of the Mozambique Customs, it appears that in the near 
future the prescribed penalties for non-compliance (seizure of the 
merchandise and a heavy fine) will be more rigorously enforced 
than hitherto, merchants and shippers in the United Kingdom are 
advised to see that this particular provision of the regulations is 
carefully carried out. 





SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 24 of the 
A “Board of Trade Journal” for the 7th April, 
ssessment of relative to the i f the Spanish import 
eiheek Mater an. |. ee Nae Speen Eaapee 
Fish duty on fish, the Board of Trade are now in 
ait receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
translation of a Spanish Royal Order directing that, in future, the 
duty on fresh fish and fish containing only the salt necessary for 
its preservation be assessed by net weight, instead of by gross 
weight, as has previously been the case. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of Ist May contains a Royal Order 
notifying that the average rate of exchange 

a eo heer (p td in of exchange ia Paris) during the 
sails. off Guditeee second fortnight of April was 38°93 per cent.. 
Daties payable in and that the corresponding reduction of the 

Gold rates of Customs duty payable in gold during 

the first fortnight of the present month will 


be 28 per cent. 





GREECE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through thé Foreign Office, of 

Q tine information to the effect that a Greek Royal 

vores Decree has been issued authorising the impor- 
Regulations : ‘hey 

Piieien trade tation into Greece of merchandise from Con- 

ma Ph Ports stantinople and Salonika, with the exception of 

’ rags, cast-off clothing, waste paper, and similar 

articles likely to cause infection. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
of the United States Customs Tariff, which 








= ane have recently been issued by the Treasury 
ne Department at Washington :— 
|Paragraph of 
: the Tariff Rate of 
Articles. ' under which Duty. 
| dutiable. 
Dols, Cts, 
Statues, made from more than one solid block of 
marble, dutiable as “statuary”  ... 454 20 % ad val, 
Busts made _—— “lapis lazuli,” dutiable as 7 sta- 
tuary ” 454 - a 
Stone sweepings, free of duty as re crude mineral Pr con 614 Free. 
Poultry, plucked but not drawn, dutiable as “ dressed 
poultry ” ; 278 lb, O 05 
Artificial cryolite, entitled to free entry as “ ‘eryolite 
or kryolith” ... 538 Free. 
Glass cubes for mosaic work, each of : a . single ‘colour, 
dutiable as “ manufactures of glass” : 112 45 ¥ ad val, 
Small hooks and swivels, made of white metal, dutiable 
as “ jewellery ” 434 _ » SP 
Umbrella handles of wood, ‘about five inches in length, 
dutiable as “ manufactures of wood not specially 
provided for” 208 SS Za 
Hand-made printing pa per, suitable for books and 
newspapers, dutiable as “‘ paper suitable for books 
and newspapers” and not as “ hand-made paper” 396 Various rates 
Leather watch guards, dutiable as “‘ manufactures of 
leather ”’ o 450 35 % ad val, 
Hydrochinon, dutiable as a . coal- tar preparation pe 15 an 
Chains of wooden beads connected by links of steel 
or iron, dutiable as “ articles Bef Aira psy lle or 
in part of beads ” os 408 eo 
Compressed sole leather, consisting of scraps or > skiv ers 
of leather, made cohesive by the use of starch 
and other substances, and pressed into sheets, 
dutiable as “leather not specially provided for” 438 oy fe 
Pingpong bails of celluloid, dutiable as “ toys” eee 418 | a 














‘* Skins for morocco, provided for in paragraph 438 of the Tariff 
include, as well as goatskins, certain sheepskins known as ‘‘ New 


Zealand basils” or ‘“‘ Cape sheepskins.” 





CUBA. 


The following is the substance of some decisions affecting the 


Customs 
Decisions. = « Gaceta Oficial ” :-— 


Machines for ginning cotton are dutiable under No. ‘ 


Tariff as agricultural machinery, at the rate of 10 per cent. ad 


application of the Cuban Tariff, which have 
been published in recent issues of the Cuban 


216 of the 
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valorem, and not under No. 226 as ‘‘ machines and apparatus of 
other kinds.” 


Wwe gauze and wire neiting.—Wire netting in the form of 
gauze, counting Jess than five threads per inch, is to be dutiable 
as netting under No. 46 of the Tariff, at the rate of 1:30 dols. per 
100 kilogs. If there be five or more threads to the inch, the 
article will pay duty as “gauze” under No. 45, at the rate of 
6°50 dols. per 100 kilogs. if there be less than 20 threads per 
inch, and 13 dols. per 100 kilogs. if there be 20 or more threads 
per inch. 


Brass buckles for trousers are dutiable under No. 68 of the 
Tariff (pins or pens, crochet hooks or hairpins), at the rate of 
75 cents per kilog. 


Hemp bands for the manufacture of girths for horses are dutiable 
under No. 129 of the Tariff at the rate of 0°125 dols. per kilog. 


Inthographs.—For the purpose of assessing duty on lithographs 
printed in bronze and other metals under No. 157 of the Tariff, it 
has been decided that each printing, not only in bronze, but also 
in any other metal, is to be counted separately as three printings. 
In cases where the paper on which lithographs are printed is 
embossed, the process of embossing is to be counted as one 
printing. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Argentine “ Boletin Oficial” for the 21st March contains a 
Tariff of consumption duties (tmpuesto de abasto) 
leviable on certain merchandise of foreign 
origin introduced into the Municipality of 
Buenos Ayres. This Tariff, under which various 
articles, including animals for food, meat, fruits, vegetables, fish, 
cheese, wood, coke, fodder, &c., &c., are dutiable, may be seen 
by persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 


to 1 p.m.). 


Buenos Ayres : 
Municipal 
“ Provision Tax.” 


The Argentine “ Boletin Oficial” for the 28th March contains the 
: : f text of a Presidential Decree assimilating, for 
Classification * Customs purposes, machines for sorting wheat 
Machines for =. machines for agricultural purposes, which 
Sorting Wheat. 2 dutiable under Article 2, Section 9, of the 


Tariff, at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


CAPE COLONY. 


he “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 5th April 
contains a notification (No. 357 of 1904) 


ath Cheam of approving certain amendments and additions to 
pes BeS8 ab the tariff of charges at the Port of East 


East London, = y don. 

The “Gazette” containing the amendments, which affect 
the charges on goods stacked or stored at wharf, those for 
measuring and sorting, &., may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


GERMANY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Shipping D t Consul at Stettin, with reference to the German 

*ppmg ues *° Ministerial Decree of 21st February last, re- 
Seettin: Eevatem. specting a reduction of dues on shipping at 
Stettin, of which a translation was given on p, 12 of the Consul’s 
Commercial report for 1908 (Annual Series. 3,137). In his 
despatch, the Consul draws attention to the fact that the words 
“part cargo of other goods ap to <U per cent. of her capacity,” 
should read “ one-twentiet’: part of her capacity.” 


Amendment of 





H.M. Consul at Stettin re; orts that the decrease of British vessels 

ask Tininens Me visiting tuc port of Stettin must be mainly 

British el ascribed to the keen competition of German, 

Vessels 5" Danish and Swedish vessels in the coal-carrying 

, trade from the United Kingdom. 602,821 tons 

of coal were imported in 19038; of this amount 510,988 tons were 

from the United Kingdom, but only 125,779 tons were imported 

in British vessels, against 302,448 tons in German vessels, and 

105,040 tons in Norwegian vessels. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Serves, 3,137.) 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


With reference to the ‘notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Agricaiteral Journal” of 7th April, respecting the establish- 
Machiner ment of a manufactory of agricultural machines 
Section oh A “ and implements in the city of Tomsk, the 
ty British Commercial Agent at Moscow calls 
attention to the fact that this factory is situated at Omsk. Tomsk 
is only a University centre, with no agricultural machinery stores. 
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valorem, and not under No. 226 as ‘‘ machines and apparatus of 
other kinds.” 


Wire gauze and wire netting.—Wire netting in the form of 
gauze, counting less than five threads per inch, is to be dutiable 
as netting under No. 46 of the Tariff, at the rate of 1:30 dols. per 
100 kilogs. If there be five or more threads to the inch, the 
article will pay duty as “gauze” under No. 45, at the rate of 
6°50 dols. per 100 kilogs. if there be less than 20 threads per 
inch, and 138 dols. per 100 kilogs. if there be 20 or more threads 
per inch. 


Brass buckles for trousers are dutiable under No. 68 of the 
Tariff (pins or pens, crochet hooks or hairpins), at the rate of 
75 cents per kilog. 


Hemp bands for the manufacture of girths for horses are dutiable 
under No. 129 of the Tariff at the rate of 0°125 dols. per kilog. 


Inthographs.—For the purpose of assessing duty on lithographs 
printed in bronze and other metals under No. 157 of the Tariff, it 
has been decided that each printing, not only in bronze, but also 
in any other metal, is to be counted separately as three printings. 
In cases where the paper on which lithographs are printed is 
embossed, the process of embossing is to be counted as one 


printing. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Argentine ‘“ Boletin Oficial” for the 2lst March contains a 
Tariff of consumption duties (tmpuesto de abasto) 
cial leviable on certain merchandise of foreign 
- — ay” » origin introduced into the Municipality “of 

Provision aX-— Buenos Ayres. This Tariff, under which various 
articles, including animals for food, meat, fruits, vegetables, fish, 
cheese, wood, coke, fodder, &c., &c.., are dutiable, may be seen 
by persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 


to 1 p.m.). 


Buenos Ayres : 


The Argentine “ Boletin Oficial” for the 28th March contains the 

fication of *°** of a Presidential Decree assimilating, for 
Gaeamieaten OF Customa purposes, machines for sorting wheat 
Maahenes for = to machines for agricultural purposes, which 
Sorting Wheat. -6 dutiable under Article 2, Section 9, of the 


Tariff, at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


CAPE COLONY. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 5th April 
aeasieh ail contains a notification (No. 357 of 1904) 
Amendment 0 approving certain amendments and additions to 


Port Charges at ihe tariff of charges at the Port of Hast 

East London. = 7 don. 

The ‘Gazette’ containing the amendments, which affect 
the charges on goods stacked or stored at wharf, those for 
measuring and sorting, &c., may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


GERMANY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 

tae Consul at Stettin, with reference to the German 
Sipping Dues at Winisterial Decree of 21st February last, re- 
Sesttin: Bevan. specting a reduction of dues on shipping at 
Stettin, of which a translation was given on p. 12 of the Consul’s 
Commercial report for 1903 (Annual Series. 3,137). In his 
despatch, the Consul draws attention to the fact that the words 
“part cargo of other goods up to 20 per cent. of ber capacity,” 
should read “ one-twentieth part of her capacity.” 





H.M. Consul at Stettin reports that the decrease of British vessels 
diniit tiniiets te visiting the port of Stettin must be mainly 
British » pont ascribed to the keen competition of German, 
Sains 6" Danish and Swedish vessels in the coal-carrying 
trade from the United Kingdom. 602,821 tons 
of coal were imported in 1903; of this amount 510,988 tons were 
from the United Kingdom, but only 125,779 tons were imported 
in British vessels, against 302,448 tons in German vessels, and 
105,040 tons in Norwegian vessels. (oreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,137.) 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


With reference to thé notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Agricultural Journal” of 7th April, respecting the establish- 
Sheltneey ment of a manufactory of agricultural machines 
Seahdan oh ten and implements in the city of Tomsk, the 
ry British Commercial Agent at Moscow calls 
attention to the fact that this factory is situated at Omsk. Tomsk 
is only a University centre, with no agricultural machinery stores. 
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GERMANY. 


The following statement of the import of British coal into Stettin 
during the last three years is taken from 








Import of British ) 
Coal at Stettin. the annual report of H.M. Consul at that 

port :— 

Year. Quantity. 

Tons. sides 

1901 ... ses bis ode ds s00 S00 682,303 
Mastek Lines Frroehl: add tata hs coal oes 522,759 
cilia seihved wank d \ diedieceunl shake! aia 510,988 








~ This falling-off of the imports since 1901 is mainly due to the 
smaller imports of Welsh anthracite, which were as follows :— 








Year. Quantity. 
. Tons. . 
1901 ... ote _ =. pad eee sae ni 154,094 
1902... bes ie we _ “— ony see 84,575 
1908 ... “oi te she one ine ube Ms 89,722 








This class of coal is to a large extent used for domestic purposes, 
and the decreased import is due to the very mild winters of 1902 
and 1903. The import of British coal also depends largely on the 
prices ruling for German coal, the maintenance or increase of the 
trade being chiefly a matter of price. The preferential railway 
freights from the mines to the coast enjoyed by German coal tend 
to imcrease its consumption at the expense of the competing 
British product. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,137.) 


TURKEY. 


H.M. Consul at. Constantinople reports that the total output of the 
Turkish coal mines at Heraclea last year was 
Coal Output. about 300,000 tons. About one-fifth of this 
was disposed of in bunkering Turkish and 
other vessels trading in the Black Sea at the company’s port at 
Zoungouldak. About 70,000 tons were shipped to Smyrna, 
Salonica, Beyrout, Pirzeus and Trieste. 
The price of this coal at the date of the Consul’s report, viz., 
21st March, was as follows :— 








——- Price per ton. 








£ «8 d. 
Sereened and washed ... 1 0 0 
Screened... a 017 O 
As taken from mine 014 O 





Low freights during the past year have induced steamers to fill 
their bunkers at home for the round voyage out to Turkey and 
back. (foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,140.) 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 


The British South Africa Company has recently received the follow- 
ing report from the Director of the Imperial 

Sisal Hemp. Institute at South Kensington, on a sample of 

sisal hemp fibre grown in Southern Rhodesia :— 

“This sample is stated to have been derived from a species of 
Agave. It consists of soft, fine fibre, of good colour, well cleanea, 
and fairly strong. Its average length of staple is 33 inches. The 
brokers report that its character resembles that of Mauritius hemp 
rather than that of sisal, and that it is worth from 32l. to 34. 
per ton. 

“Sisal hemp is chiefly produced in Yucatan (Mexico), and in 
the Bahamas. The output from Yucatan for the year ended 30th 
June, 1902, amounted to 564,308 bales of a total weight of 90,005 
tons, and of the total value of 2,624,038/., an average of about 
291. per ton. 





FRANCE. 


According to ‘‘ La Métallurgie” (Paris) of 27th April, at a recent 
meeting of the ‘‘ Société d’Encouragement pour 


Piha Ad v Industrie Nationale,” an interesting paper 
Text;] was read on the substitution of aluminium for 
mansieinn wood in the machinery of spinning mills. In 


the textile industries—spinning, dyeing, and 
silk-weaving, among others—a wooden bobbin is generally used. 
This is cheap and easily worked, but it has many drawbacks. 
Being very hygrometric, it suffers from variations of temperature ; 
this accounts for the fact that, in spinning factories, where the 
atmosphere is full of humidity, the bobbins revolve irregularly, 
causing jerks which slacken the speed and occasion the threads to 
break. The result is waste of stuff, and loss of time in joining the 
threads again. 

It has been proposed to substitute aluminium for wood. Bobbins 
made of this metal revolve in any temperature and any degree of 
humidity, their relative lightness (five aluminium bobbins weigh 
no more than two wooden ones) allows the machines carrying 
them to move more quickly, or an equal speed may be obtained at 
less expense of motive power; finally, the smaller volume of the 
bobbins diminishes the cost of transport. 

It was stated that several firms had adopted the use of aluminium 
bobbins, and had found that they possessed many advantages. 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
| , from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the 
Corn Prices. 
week ended the 30th April, were as follow :— 
Wheat... — — vee Bete Oe 
Barley... _ coe ae me 
Oats dae _ woe §6.G. Sa. 


For further particulars see 2 p. 233. 


A statement is published on p. 234, showing the quantities of 
- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
pate : a imported into the United Kingdom during the 

roduce. week ended the 30th April, 1904, as well as of 


the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 


RHODESIA. 


The British South Africa Company has recently received a report 
dtietimeit from the Agricultural Department in Rhodesia, 
~ sin showing the enterprise which is being displayed 
| — by the farmers in the Enkeldoorn District. 
The following extracts are taken from the report :— 

“The District is splendidly adapted to the feeding of cattle . . . 
and the greater portion of the District is unusually well adapted to 
sheep. Several flocks are being graded up with merino rams, 
which causes a marked improvement in the carcases. . . . ‘The 
crop of mealies this year is unusually good ; the prospects are that 
prices will be low. . . . The District produces excellent wheat 
wherever the grain can be grown by irrigation during the winter. 
This crop could be grown in sufficient quantities in the Enkeldoorn 
District to supply the present meal and flour requirements of 
Rhodesia. . . . Oat forage is produced on every farm. Kaffir 
corn does exceedingly well, and proves more profitable than 
mealies. Many portions of the District are especially adapted to 
the production of potatoes on a very large scale. The fertile sand 
land grows a potato of fine quality that will keep and can be 
shipped. . . . Practically every farmer is growing or intends to 
grow tobacco. Keen interest is shown by everyone in securing as 
much information as possible regarding the culture and method of 
handling this crop. . . . Several farmers are going in for breed- 
ing ostriches. Thus far all the birds have been captured locally 
while chicks. One of the settlers, who was an ostrich farmer in 
Cape Colony, is very enthusiastic regarding this industry, and says 
that local birds are far superior in hardiness and rapidity of growth 
to Cape Colony birds. He is planning to bring up 100 birds from 
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Agriculture. 
the George District very shortly. . . . Peaches promise well 
throughout the whole District. . . . On the Palgrave Farm I 


saw two large trees of the yellow clingstone St. Helena peach 
loaded to the ground with fine fruit. ‘Citrus fruits thrive gener- 
ally ; figs, pomegranates, and quinces grow in all portions of the 
District, and on the semi-tropical farms near the Menezi Range, 
bananas and pine apples thrive. Many apple trees may be found. 
on nearly every farm, and many of the young trees are bearing 
fruit this season. N early all the farms are developing rapidly, 
and several new men are starting farming in the district.” 





RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


According to a report by the British Commercial Agent at 
Moscow, the “Sibirskaia Jizn” (Tomsk) of 
Butter Trade. February 24th/March 8th states that repre- 
sentatives of big local firms, providing the 
home market with Siberian butter, are confident that the war will 
exert no very great influence on the development of the butter 
industry, beyond creating some indefiniteness or uncertainty in 
business transactions connected therewith. The temporary sus- 
pension of the export will in time be counterbalanced by an 
increased demand, as the supplies in both the home and foreign 
markets are diminishing considerably. 





NETHERLANDS. 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at 

Amsterdam states that the course of the 
Tobacco Trade. tobacco trade in 1903 was not so profitable as 

in former years, either for planters or for 
dealers. The average price realised for the Sumatra crop was 
ls, 32d. per lb., as compared with 1s. 5d. per lb. in 1902. The 
Java crop showed a still greater fall in price, the average for 1903 
being 43);d. per lb., as against 43d. per lb. in 1902. 

The supply from British Borneo, which at oné time promised to 
play an important part in the market, in consequence of the 
excellent quality of the crop, has disappointed expectations, and 
many planters have abandoned the cultivation. The principal 
shippers have had to submit to very considerable depreciations in 
the prices realised, from 5d. to 1s. less per lb. having been obtained. 
Dutch Borneo tobacco gave a wretched result, the average price 
realised being only a trifle over 6d. per lb. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3, 136. ) 
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Agriculture. 





DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


The following particulars, relating to cotton cultivation in the 
Cotton Dutch East Indies, are extracted from the 
Cultivation. “ Dépéche Coloniale. ” of the 27th April :— 
For some years past cotton cultivation has 
been steadily progressing in the island of Java. The cotton 
plant was found in small quantities all over the island: the staple 
produced was, however, one of inferior quality, the ‘‘ Kapas djawa,” 
and has been mainly ‘used for local manufactures, only a portion 
being exported to Hong Koug and Japan. 
The following figures show the cotton exports for 1902 :— 








Exported from Quantity. Sent to 
Tons. 
Palembang ve sas aa one | 2,063 Singapore. 
Bali bd os Soe FF ied 428 i 
Lombok ... bee bos ost ots owe 214 oe 
Java ape be on - _ ---| 2,636 Hong-Kong and Japan. 











The only figures available for 1903 are those for Java, showing 
total exports of cotton, amounting to 2,698 tons. 

It appears that these figures are likely to show a sensible 
increase, thanks to the initiative of a native functionary, the 
Regent of Demak, who has been studying the means of ameliorating 
the cotton culture in his district, and has succeeded in producing a 
staple which sells for about 6d. a lb. in Holland. The Govern- 
ment of the Dutch East indies has allocated a sum of 8,000 florins 
(about 660.) for the furtherance of the Regent’s efforts. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Galveston in his recent report, after giving a 
Rice Industry _ synopsis of the leading agricultural products of 
of Texas. Texas, points out that the rice indust 

almost an entirely new one in that State, and 

merits more detailed notice. It is only a year or two ago that rice 
was being largely imported into Texas. To-day that State produces 
more rice, with one exception, than any other in the Union, and 
the cultivation of the coast lands, formerly regarded as absolutely 
useless, has brought wealth to many and prosperity to several 
communities. The latest report of the Commissioner of Agriculture 
of Texas estimates the rice crop as covering 250,000 acres, yielding 
2,500,000 sacks, valued at about 3 dols. per sack. The rice belt 
is described as extending from the Sabine River on the east to the 
Rio Grande on the West, with a coast line of 375 miles, and ex- 
tending from 80 to 100 miles north-w est, covering an area of 30,000 


square miles. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,144.) 
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PARAGUAY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a despatch from H.M. Consul at Asuncion, 

Tobacco Crop. containing the following particulars relating to 

Paraguayan tobacco :— 

The total production of 1902 was approximately 3,860 tons, of 
which 1,7464 tons were consumed in the country, the remainder 
being exported. 

In 1903 the production was 4,670 tons, 1,663 tons being con- 
sumed in the country. 

With regard to the crop of 1904, it appears that it will much 
exceed the crop of 1903, and that more than 4,000 tons will be 
exported. 

The greater portion of this tobacco is exported to Bremen, 
Antwerp, and Marseilles. The exact amounts sent to these cities 
are not known, as the tobacco is forwarded to Buenos Aires and 
transhipped. The tobacco does not appear to have gained any 
footing amongst British importers. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 

during the week ended the 28th April, 1904, 

Cotton Statistics. was 80,465, and the number imported during 

the 17 weeks ended the 28th April was 

1,240,609. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 

ended the 28th April, 1904, 13,736 bales, and for the 17 weeks, 
93,499, 


For further details see p. 233. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


A copy of the Customs Statistics for the State of Queensland has 

been received from the Collector of Customs at 
Trade of Queens- 5, b mene ree i Bae 

land in 1903. risbane, giving trade returns (including Inter- 

State commerce) for the year 1903, as compared 

with the previous year. The following is a summarised statement 

from the return in question :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
axmnenanean 1902. 1903. 
£ £ . 
Total value of imports* 7,211,985 6,235,288 : 
i »  -exports* 8,845,977 | 8,645,643 
Principal exports— ’ 
.—llC sen nes 2,704,360 2,781,298 
Hides and skins med fie 600,562 389,296 ? 
Meat, preserved and frozen ... 1,523,302 971,099 
Pearl shell and béche-de-mer -_ 147,229 181,509 : 
Sugar .... 934,467 646,932 
Tallow ... ~ 214,188 119,997 | 
Tin ins bile 131,498 99,906 
a - 1,284,214 1,883,752 . 
eae ea a 110,020 
es ne a sia oes oe — 237,663 : 








* Excluding live-stock borderwise, but including gold coin as follows :— 





190”. 1903. 

Imports ... ...  .. £308,000 88,000 

Exports... ... 207,298 120,270 
JAMAICA. 


The following table showing the total value of the imports into 
and exports from Jamaica during each of the 
Trade in 1902-3. years 1898-99 to 1902-03 inclusive, is taken 
from the report on the Colony, recently issued 
by the Colonial Office :— 















































Exports. 
Imports , 
Year. for Home British and | 
C tion. Island , _ | Total Exports, 
oe | Products and —— he re excluding 
Manufactures. Maciineiunes Specie. t 
£ £ £ £ 
1898-99 ... ~.3| 1,770,768 1,532,378 34,302 1,566,680 
1899-1900 «| 1,733,666 1,797,996 26,245 1,824,241 
1900-01 ... 1,621,794 1,738,523 20,820 1,759,343 
1901-02 1,669,390 1,823,684 38,727 1,862,411 
1902-93 1,951,192 2,224,116 14,466 2,238.582 
Total .--| 8,746,810 9,116,697 134,560 9,251,257 
Average ...| 1,749,362 1,823,339 26,912 1,850,251 : 


The quantity, value, and price of the ten principal staples of 
produce exported during the last two years were as shown in the 


subjoined table :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
Quantity. Value. Price. 
Article, ——-—-- —--__— oe ee 
1901-02. | 1902-03. | 1901-02. | 1902-03. 1901-02. 1902-03. 
Cwt. Cwt. £ £ a «& s. d. 
Cocoa ... ot wid 39,953 31,462 83,924 65,285 | 42 Opercwt. | 41 6 per cwt. 
Number | Number 
Cocoanuts ... .. |L7,662,827 |25,623,644 61,818 67,903 | 70 @ ,, M. 53 0 ,, 1,000 
Cwt. Cwt 
Coffee ... si ...| 103,126 107,855 | 152,091 130,775 | 29 5 ,, cwt. | 24 3 ,, cwt. 
Bunches | Bunches 
Fruit —Bananas ...|11,003,840 | 14,184,375 825,288 | 1,134,750 1 6 ,, bunchil60 0 ,, 1,000 
Number | Number 
» Oranges ..-|79,061,650 |98,589.575 102,780 101,054 | 26 0 ,, M. 20 6 ,, 1,000 
Cwt. Cwt. 
Ginger... sa i 21,347 29,134 37,358 46,615 | 30 8 ,, cwt. | 32 0 ,, ewft. 
Tons Tons 
Logwood Sais a 41,107 37,895 | 103,796 97,106 | 50 6 ,, ton 51 3 ,, ton 
Cwt. Cwt. 
Pimento om abe 72,080 114,996 79,288 91,997 | 22 0 ,, cwt. 16 0 ,, cwt. 
Galls. Galls. 
Rum ... Z, .-.| 1,422,010 | 1,927,150 124,426 156,581 1 9 ,, gall. 1 73,, gall. 
Cwt. Cwt. 
Sugar ... ite ...| 921,659 406,455 | 136,705 167,663 | 8 6 ,, cwt. 8 3 ,, cwt. 
Value of 10 chief 
products exported — — 1,707,474 | 2,059,729 — 























A review of the whole trade shows that Great Britain takes one- 
fifth of the exports from Jamaica, with no sign of any very great 
change in the last five years; and sends to that colony one-half of 
the imports, the tendency apparently being to an increase in this 
respect. On the other hand, the United States take over two- 
thirds of the exports, with promise of increase, and send two-fifths 
of the imports, a somewhat smaller proportion than a few years 
ago. 





RUSSIA. 


The ‘ Viestnik Finansoff” of April 11th/24th publishes statistics of 
Trade with the trade of Russia with China vid Kiakhta in 
China vid 1903, from.which it appears that the value of 
the exports to China by this route in 1902 as 











Riakate. compared with 1903 was as follows :— 
Lu 1902. 1903. 

Roubles. Roubles. 

Russian goods one vn — an atl a 760,000 769,000 
Foreign ,, ee: piite oat one ca hd 40,000 43,000 
Silver... vas sina vie aed ce ran oui 141,000 153,000 
Credit roubles isi inte via ate id _ 74,000 8,000 
Total ... en od ~ iia .--| 1,015,000 973,000 











The imports from China by way of Kiakhta “ar exceed the 
exports as the following figures show :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
out 1902. 1903. 
Roubles. Roubles. 
Chinese goods cee ove ove ~ eee .»-| 5,527,000 1,402,000 
Mongolian ,, 144,000 333,000 
Goods imported by Chinese into the Trans-Baikal 

District ... e»| 2,753,000 1,956,000 

Other (Russian goods re- imported and specie) .. — 4,000 Nil 
Total ... oes ios ove _ | 8,428,000 3,691,000 











The exports of Russian goods consist mainly of manufactured 
articles; the value of the class of merchandise amounted in 1902 
to 688,000 roubles, and in 1903 to 639,000 roubles. The chief 
item in the imports from China is tea, the value of the exports of 
Chinese tea to Russia vid Kiakhta fell from 3,865,000 roubles in 
1902 to 1,300,000 roubles in 1903. 


GERMANY. 


The “ Frankfurter Zeitung” of 26th April states that definitive 

Foreign Trade statistics of the special trade of Germany in the 

' gr year 1903, based on the valuations for this year, 

8 which have now been determined by the Com- 
mittee of experts, have been issued by the Imperial Statistical 
Office. 

According to these figures, the imports of merchandise into the 
German Customs Union in 1903 amounted to 6,321,354,000 marks 
’ as compared with 5,805,776,000 marks in 1902. In addition, the 
imports of precious metals amounted to 318,458,000 marks, as 
compared with 174,776,000 marks in 1902. The exports of mer- 
chandise amounted in 1903 to 5,014,634,000 marks, as compared 
with 4,677,785,000 marks in 1902, and in addition the exports of 
precious metals were valued at 115,637,000 marks in 1903, and 
135,048,000 marks in 1902. Turning to the statistics of the trade 
of Germany with different countries in 1903, it is noted that Great 
Britain takes the first place, the imports into Germany having 
amounted to 833°5 million marks, and the exports to 987-7 million 
marks. The United States takes the second place in the total 
turnover, although the imports into Germany from the United 
States are greater than from Great Britain; they amounted in 
1903 to 943°5 million marks, but the exports from Germany to 
the United States were valued at 469°2 million marks only. 
Austria-Hungary takes the third place, Russia the fourth, and the 
Netherlands the fifth. 





H.M. Consul at Stettin, in his report for 1903, states that the 


Import Trade of 
Stettin. 


import trade of that port last year showed an 
increase of 60,726 tons over the preceding year. 
This improvement is principally noticeable in 
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Miscellaneous. 





the imports of iron slags and ore from Sweden, manganese ore 
from India, phosphate of lime from, Christmas Island: and the 
Malay States, general cargo from Zollverein ports, and. German 
Westphalian coal imported vid Holland. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,187.) 





SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice published on pp. 184-5 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal ” of 28th January, 
Sugar Trust. respecting the Spanish sugar trust, some 
further information, on the subject of the trust, 

has been received from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid. 

This trust was founded on 26th September, 1903, with a capital 
of 148,000,000. pesetas (5,720,000/,), represented by 286,000 
shares of 500 pesetas each. 

In accordance with published, statements, the sugar manufac- 
tories under the trust represent 90 per cent. of the sugar producing 
power of all the manufactories in Spain, without including five 
manufactories, which are to be made the subject of a special 
agreement with the trust. 

There are now 43 beetroot manufactories, 138 sugar cane manu- 
factories, and 13 sugar mills under the trust. For the sake of 
unity and to reduce expenditure, the trust has decided to definitely 
close 14 beetroot, and 3 sugar cane manufactories. None of 
the sugar mills are to be closed at present. 

A copy of the statutes of the company (in Spanish), forwarded 
by H.M. Ambassador, may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Brancn of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 





BRAZIL, 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from: H:M. 
Association for  ComS¥!-General at Rio de Janeiro. reporting 
the Protection of that an Association of Merchants and Manufac- 

Trade Marks turers has recently been formed there, whose 

* object is the protection of Trade Marks, and the 
prosecution of contraveners of rights acquired in industrial 
property, imitators of trade marks, adulterators, &c. 

It is said that a Bill emanating from the Society will shortly be 
presented to Congress, which, if carried, will savers powers for | the 
vigorous repression of this class of offenders. 

As the objects of the Association are matter of interest to British 
merchants and manufacturers trading with Brazil,a translation 
of the Statutes and Articles of Association may be seen’ on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, .C., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). — 
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BRAZIL—continued. 


The following table, showing the quantity and value of the exports 
from Brazil during the year 1903, as compared 
with the preceding year, is based on official 
figures reproduced in the “ Brazilian Review” 


Export Trade in 
1903. 


of 29th March last :— 










































Exports. 
| Quantity. Value. 
Articles. I— 
! 
| 1902. 1903. 1902. 1903. 
£ £ 
Coffee bis ... bags} 18,157,383 | 12,927,239 20,326.955 | 19,076,277 
Caoutchouc ..- kilos.) 28,631,860 | 31,712,288 7,293,523 9,733,041 
Cotton sai ae 32,137,678 | 28,235,995 1,203,884 1,323,665 
Hides and skins ... __,, 28,792,205 | 30,636,175 1,529,332 1,820,481 
Tobacco ... ion 45,200,331 | 23,397,705 1,206,342 948,867 
Cocoa rap ead?” ae 20,642,412 | 20,899,643 1,021,964 1,012,224 
Yerba maté on 41,928,586 | 36,129,555 1,084,429 676,684 
Other articles — — 2,771,027 2,291,936 
Total value of merchan- 
dise ... one ad — -~ 36,437,456 | 36,883,175 
Specie se si —- = 31,936 102,442 
Revit te ie 36,469,392 | 36,985,617 






























NoTEe.—Conversions have been made at the rate of 20-198 dols. and 20°140 dols. 
to the & sterling, respectively, in the years 1902 and 1903. 


Commenting on the above figures, the “ Brazilian Review” 
remarks that the net increase of 516,225/. was due principally to 
rubber, which shows an increase of only 6°7 per cent. in quantity, 
but owing to the sensational rise of prices, of over 33 per cent. in 
value. Dry and salt hides show the considerable growth of 
165,6411., and raw cotton, in spite of the falling-oif of 12 per cent. 
in quantity, due to drought and bad harvest, gave 119,781/. more 
than last year. 

The other products that show an increase are monazite, cotton- 
seed, Brazil nuts, carnahuba wax, ox horns, hair, cassava flour, 
fruit, timber, and manganese, amounting in all to 223,610/., the 
expansion of the lumber trade being particularly satisfactory. 

The steady development of manganese shipments is particularly 
interesting in view of the rise of exchange in Brazil and the fall of 
prices abroad. In 1901, shipments were only 98,828 tons; they 
rose to 157,295 tons in 1902, and in 1903 to 161,926 tons. 

The growth in the shipments of lumber, which have risen from 
32,5921. in 1901 to 34,8991. in 1902, and 76,296/. in 1903, show 
that this industry, which should some day be one of the most 
important and lucrative in the country, is already surely if slowly 
developing. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 17 Weeks ended 28th April, 1904. 


















































Week ended my | Week ended ae 
—— 28th April ' 28th April, 
1904. 28th April, 1904 28th April, 
, 1904. ‘ 1904. 
IMPORTS. | EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) | (Bales.) 
No. No, | No. No. 
American ... wo —ase| 42,657 880,443 || 8,718 128,484 
Brazilian _ see ase 9,761 67,386 || 69 3,121 
East Indian ... oe ool 26987 89,483 | 3,115 22,389 
ES a 9,785 184,328 | 1,656 36,363 
Miscellaneous ans eco | 1,535* 18,969 |; 178 3,142 
1! 
eres m4 80,465 | 1,240,609 | 13,786 193,499 
| 








* Including 160 bales British West Indian, and 17 bales British West African. 





Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 30th April, 1904, and 


corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 








Wheat, Barley. Oats. 

&. d, s. d, & 4, 

Week ended 30th April, 1904... wa OS ht SB £.a ee 
Corresponding week in— 

a. ima = ww wo of © £18 8 

1898 see eee eee eee sec eee 42 + 27 8 20 + 

1899 ees eee eee see eee eee 25 3 24 5 17 6 

eas ull OO Oe 

Se ee ae oe ee ie ee ee 

1902 see eee eee eee eee eee 29 9 27 5 21 10 

ok ee ee ee eee eee a ee re 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
30th April, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 








Week ended | Correspond- 
ay a) 30th April, ing week 
1904. in 1903. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ...  ..| | Number. 14,361 12,887 
Sheep and lambs eae : 10,078 14,946 
Swine eee eee eee eee 9 — — 
Horses eee eee eve eee ” 298 734 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... eee eee eee ese ee Cwts. 98,722 83,869 
Mutton eee eee eee ee 99 167,873 108,696 
Pork eve eee eco eee ee ” 8,472 9,361 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon aad wy a Cwts. 89,804 107,558 
Beef eve ce eco ” 4,144 6,862 
Hams eee eee eee eee eee 9 17,204 18,924 
Pork eee ene eee eee eee 9? 4,661 4,837 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... 1 14,198 15,418 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting z 17,005 18,546 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
oe ne esteem hie wa Cwts. 105,198 97,676 
Margarine eee eee eee eee ee 9 18,691 15,514 
RE a | ee " 29,592 25,502 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ... ° ” een 48 
» cream mee abe 8 ‘i 108 88 
so MI atc issih en Aline a 12,919 15,777 
» preserved, otherkinds ...  . - 116 78 
an a" fe eC ee 349,231 425,537 
Poultry and game ... wacky: tals Value £ ‘eat 9.193 
Game eee ees eee eee ° oe ” 374 : 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) . Cwts, 9,109 14,732 
Lard ... ode ses ‘ee we fa a 82,602 48,5732 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat ese ace eee oe Cwts. 1,229,200 939,916 
Wheat meal and flour ... .. « - 373,700 355,157 
Barley eee eee eee ee 99 312,000 210,640 
Oats eee eee eee eee ”? 277,900 188,288 
Peas a he : 44.380 27,824 
Beans eee eee eee eee ” 6,270 17,021 
Maize or Indian corn ‘i 605,900 721,240 
Fruit, raw :— 
RE is Pe Cwts. 45,424 28,237 
Apricots and peaches .. ee - ” on a 
Bananas ... oe ave os , Bunches. 68,140 94,128 
a Cas ee ee ; Cwts, — 4 
Currants ... obs on - m - —_ — 
Gooseberries = -_ im i 1 117 
nr” lee oy ta : . 228 323 
Lemons eee eee eee eee e- 9 19,615 2,982 
Oranges... ee ated em mM és 159,506 174,677 
Pears ia se Lak te . a 271 314 
Plums nee ote a ose ees . — — 
Strawberries eee eee eee ° 2 — —— 
Unenumerated ... 10 aes 3 99 1,036 273 
Hay eee eee eee eee eee ee Tons, 2,943 4,113 
Straw eee eee eee eee eee ee 99 1,529 833 
re me: {we se tem am _ Cwts. 1,641 704 
I gn aig hg eg ou 1,394 26,720 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... pen * ane Bushele. 138,638 157,416 
I ate, 2 alt 5 Al Cwts, 427,922 174,289 
Tomatoes eee eee ece eee ” 18,703 18,896 
Unenumerated eee eee eee Value £ 22,149 11,379 
Vegetabl dried eee eee eee Cwts, 1,545 254 
Preserved by canning ... - - 2,958 2,806 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost of ls. per copy, either 
directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
and 382, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, 
Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1902, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 11d. for the first, 
and 5s. for the second volume, at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1898-1902, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country), and in the second volume details 
as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, 
and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appeared in the number issued on the 
16th April:—State of the Labour Market in March ; Diseases of 
Occupations in 1903; Workmen’s Compensation for Accidents in 
Belgium—New Law; Co-operative Distribution and Production 
in 1902; Employment and Output at Coal Mines; Recent 
Conciliation and Arbitration Cases ; Legal Cases affecting Labour ; 
eg of Bread, Wheat, and Flour; Building Societies in 1902, 

., &e. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 3,142. Trade and Agriculture of Poland and Lithuania for 1903. 


General review of 1903. Public works: proposed new 
Failure of grain harvest bridge at Warsaw, electric 
owing to floods. lighting and tramways, &c. 


Details of industries: iron, 
cotton, wool, leather, building. 
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No. 3,143. Trade of Consular District of Chiengmai for 1902. 


General features of trade of 
Northern Siam. 

Shrinkage in exports to, and 
imports from, Burma. 

Teak trade. 


No. 3,144. 


Abundant crops, together 
with abnormally high prices 
for _ cotton, caused general 
prosperity. 

Synopsis of leading agri- 
cultural products. 

Details of rice industry; 
almost entirely a new one. 

Return, showing growth of 


trade at port of Galveston 
during years 1895-1903. 


Public works: new bridges 
under consideration. 

Tables of imports and ex- 
ports. 


Texas, 1903. 


British, 
German trade. 

Import and export tables 
and shipping returns. 

Cotton exporting is the chief 
business at Galveston; in 1903 
undoubtedly the heaviest cotton 
exporting port in the world. 

Review of the petroleum 
industry. 


compared with 


This publication also contains a report on Sabine Pass and Port 


Arthur. 


No. 3,145. Chemnitz, 1903. 


Textile industries of Crim- 
mitschau: weaving and shoddy 
spinning. | 

Details of spinning indus- 
tries: yarn, wool and cotton. 

Review of other industries: 
hosiery, gloves, laces, &c. 

Table of rate of discount 
during the years 1890-1903. 

No. 3,146. 

Shipping statistics: increase 
in tonnage of vessels entering 
with cargo but decrease in 
tonnage of those clearing. 

Harbour works making 
steady progress. 

Import and export statistics. 


Details of profits of cotton 
spinners and weavers. 

Number of hands employed 
in different industries. 

Return, showing number of 


cotton-gins in operation in 
Asia Minor and Northern 
Syria. 


Calais, 1903. 


Details of staple industry: 
manufacture of lace and tulle. 

Coal production of Depart- 
ments of Pas-de-Ualais and 
Nord. 

Petroleum refining industry 
largely on the increase. 

Agricultural statistics. 


This publication also contains reports on Boulogne, Lille, Amiens, 


Roubaix and Tourcoing. 


No. 3,147. Pondicherry and Karikal, 1903. 


Year under review has been 
@ prosperous one. 

Shipping and navigation: 
loading facilities at Pondi- 
cherry are deficient. Intro- 
duction of steam tugs and 


lighters would confer a great 
boon. 

Comparative tables of imports 
and exports. 

Shipping and agricultural 


returns. 
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No. 3,148. Trade and Agriculture of the Province of Thessaly 


for 1903. 
Statistics of British ship- Details of foreign shipping. 
ping and trade, Tables of imports and ex- 
Statement of coal imported ports and agricultural returns. 


from United Kingdom during 
past 16 years. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Report to the Board of Trade by the Advisory Committee on Com- 
mercial Intelligence, with reference to their Proceedings. [Cd. 2,044.] 
Price 44d. 

This publication contains a history of the work accomplished by 
the Commercial Intelligence Committee since their appointment in 
May, 1900. 

The steps which have been taken to bring the existence of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch and the scope of its work under 
the notice of the commercial community both in this country and 
in India and the Colonies are recorded. 

A short account is given of the work of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch, regarding the business of which the statistics show 
that the number of annual enquiries has risen from 1,244 in 1900 
to 3,599 in 1903. 

The objects of the Commercial Missions, despatched by the Com- 
mittee to Siberia and Persia, are detailed, and an account is also 
given of the other purposes to which, up to the present, the “ grant 
in aid ” of 1,000/. per annum has been allocated. 

The appendices to the report include copies of the Notice sent to 
Mayors of Boroughs, Chambers of Commerce, &c., respecting the 
establishment of the Commercial Intelligence Branch, and of the 
Circular sent by the Colonial Office to Colonial Governments on 
the same subject ; a list of British Commercial Attachés and Com- 
mercial Agents in Foreign Countries, and of the Correspondents 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch in the Colonies; and the 
Reports by the Committee to the Board of Trade respecting the 
German Tariff, the new Russian Tariff, and the proposed new 
Austro-Hungarian Tariff. 


Emigration Statistics of Ireland for the year 1903. [Cd. 2,080}. 
Price 2d. 

According to this return, the number of emigrants who left 
Irish ports increased from 40,401 in 1902, to 40,659 in 1903, the 
latter figure representing 9:2 per 1,000 of the estimated population 
of Ireland in the middle of the year. As regards the destination 
of the emigrants, being natives of Ireland, who left during 1903, 
842 per cent. went :to the United States, 9-2 per cent. to Great 
Britain, 3-7 per cent. to Canada, 1:1 per cent. to New Zealand and 
Australia, and 1°8 per cent. to other countries. 
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Trade of the United Kingdom with Germany. 131. Price 14d. 


This return, which has been prepared in the Commercial, 
Labour and Statistical Department of the Board of Trade, shows 
the value of Imports into the United Kingdom from, and Exports 
from the United Kingdom to, the German Empire during the last 


ten 


Reports of the Board of Trade. 
The German figures of general trade with the United Kingdom 
differ considerably from the figures published in this country of 
total trade with Germany. 
The difference between the two accounts is brought out in the 


years, as recorded in (a) the German Official Returns, (6) 











following statement which summarises the results for the two 
periods 1893-6 and 1899-1902. 
Trade from United Kingdom Trade from Germany to 
to Germany. United Kingdom. 
Average of . 
Years. According to | According to | According to | According to 
United King- German United King- German 
Y had dom Accounts.| Accounts. {dom Accounts.| Accounts. 
£ £ £ £ 
1893-6 30,973,000 28,552,000 26,954,000 36,615,000 
1899-1902 35,959,000 33,584,000 31,786,000 46,622,000 
































A Memorandum is issued with the Return explaining, as far as 
possible, the discrepancies between the German and British 
figures, and the method of collecting the data upon which the 
Returns are based, employed in the United Kingdom and Germany 
respectively. 


Railway Rates and Facilities. Copy of Correspondence between 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Railway Companies 
in Great Britain as to the Carriage of Agricultural Produce and 
Requisites. [Od. 2,045.] Price 10d. 


The correspondence contained in this publication is the outcome 
of a Circular Letter addressed by the Board of Agriculture to 
Railway Companies in Great Britain, owing to various complaints 
addressed to the Board by traders in agricultural produce. As a 
result of the correspondence, a Departmental Committee has been 
appointed to inquire as to the rates charged by Railway Companies 
in Great Britain in respect of the carriage of foreign and colonial 
agricultural produce from the ports of shipment, and to report 
whether there is any evidence to show that preferential treatment 
is accorded to such produce ; and, if so, what further steps should 
be taken to secure the better enforcement of the law in the matter. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. 

The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 








No. Place. Price|} No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— 3142 | Poland and Lithuania...1903} 23d. 
Belgium : 3115 | Rostov-on-Don .-- 1902) 1$d. 

3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and 
Navigation ... ---1903} 1d. Servia: 

3116 | Belgium: Finances and 3139 | Servia ... 1902 and nine 
Commerce in 1902 and months of 1903} 1d. 
Budget Estimates for 1904) 2d. 

604 | Canals and other Navigable Sweden: 

Waterways of Belgium ...\114d.|| 3123 | Sweden .+-1902-04| 13d. 
Denmark : Turkey: 

3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- 3140 Constantinople 1903) 24d. 
tary) ... ...1902)| 4d. 

3119 | Denmark (Financial AFRICA— 
condition) one 14d.|| 3122 | Alexandria ... ...1902| 2d. 

3138 | Iceland... 1900-02) 13d.)| 3121 Egypt ... ... 1887-1902| 23d. 

3135 | Liberia ... ..-1903} 1d. 
France and French Colonies: 3141 | Tunis ... nas ...1902} 14d. 

3146 | Calais ... ose --.1903| 2}d.|| 606 | Prospects of Growing Cotton 

3117 | Indo-China 21902) 1d. in the East Africa Pro- 

3130 | Nantes ... oes -..1903) 1d, tectorate ... ah ...| 1d. 

3147 | Pondicherry & Karikal ,, | 1d. ||~ 607 | Country Produce Traffic on 

the Uganda Railway ...| 1d. 
German Empire and Colonies: 
3145 | Chemnitz ..-1903) 4d. 
3129 | Estimates of the German AMERICA, NORTH— 
Empire ...1904| 1d. Mexico: 

3137 | Pomerania .-.1903| 2d. || 3112 | Mexico... 001902} 24d. 

G01 | Technical Instruction in | 
Germany : Special Schools | United States of America: 
and Courses for Mechan- | 3133 Maryland, Virginia, 
ical Engineering and West Virginia, and 
Electro-Technics ... | 43d. Kentucky .-- 1903] 2}d. 

602 | Textile Technical Schools in 3144 | Texas ee 
Germany: Development ; 
of the Textile Industries...) 5d. | AMERICA, SOUTH— 

603 | Technical Schools in Ger- : Argentina. 
many for Special Branches | 3131 | Argentine Finances, 1902-03) 1}d. 
of the Metal Industries ...| 3d. | 

} Chile: 
Greece: || 3124 | Coquimbo 1, 

3126 | Greece: Finances ... 7d, || 

3148 | Thessaly ees ...1903} 2d. | Colombia : 

| 3114 | Colombia 2hd. 
Italy: 

3120 | Italy : Finances ..1903} 1}d. Peru: 

3118 | South Italy... wee yy | 2d. || 3134 | Iquitos ... --.1903} 3d. 

605 | Changes in the Distribution 
of Works of Art in the | ASIA— 

Royal Galleries of | China: 
Florence o-| 1d. | 3127 Tientsin 1900-03} 63d. 
Netherlands : | Siam : 
3136 | Amsterdam .+-1903/ 1d. || 3143 | Chiengmai 1902} 14d. 
Ruszeia : | | PACIFIC ISLANDS— 

3128 | Odessa ... i 23d.) 3132 | Samoa ... 1903} 1d. 

| 





































































THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





Government Publications. 





Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 








No. Price. 








EUROPE— 
Denmark : 


Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
and the Post Office of Denmark for the ee of aceite 
parcels... a oie ee ane 


Italy : 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 
viding for the settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise ... oe one ee oe 


Spain : 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain pro- 
viding for the Settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise... eee on 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States of America: 
Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
the establishment of a parcel post service ... 
Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 
by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... eee - 














COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issted 
since lst January, 1904, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 





Place. 











British Guiana 


omen 


Jamaica... onl ee 

















Miscellaneous. 





Place. 





Northern Nigeria. Report on Mineral and Vegetable 
Products ... “ ee ose ose ee eve toe 


























